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STATE OF NEW YORK

6297

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

April 12, 2023

I ntroduced by Sen. GOUNARDES -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Environnental Conservation

AN ACT to anend the environnmental conservation law, in relation to the
New York state clinmate action counci

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 75-0117 of the environnental conservation |aw, as
added by chapter 106 of the laws of 2019, is amended to read as foll ows:
§ 75-0117. Investnent of funds.

1. State agencies, authorities and entities, in consultation with the

environnental justice working group and the climte action council

shall, to the extent practicable, invest or direct available and rele-
vant programmatic resources in a manner designed to achieve a goal for
di sadvant aged communities to receive forty percent of overall benefits

of spending on clean energy and energy efficiency prograns, projects or
i nvestnents in the areas of housing, workforce developnent, pollution

reduction, low income energy assistance, energy, transportation and
econom ¢ devel opnent, provided however, that disadvantaged comunities
shall receive no less than thirty-five percent of the overall benefits

of spending on clean energy and energy efficiency prograns, projects or
investnents [anrd], provided, further that this section shall not alter
funds already contracted or committed as of the effective date of this
section, and provided, further that no resources described in this
section shall be invested or directed before undergoing the public
engagenent process described in subdivision two of this section

2. State agencies, authorities, and entities shall design and inple-
ment a public engagenent process to guide the investnent of available
and relevant programatic resources as described in subdivision one of
this section. Such process shall be designed with the goal of maxim zing
the invol vemrent of di sadvantaged community nenbers in the devel opnent of
| ocal clean energy and energy efficiency prograns, projects, and invest-
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ments, including in the permtting, planning, and budgeting processes
needed to inplenment such program project, and investnment decisions.
Such public engagenent process shall include, but not be limted to:

(a) Coordination wth |local community-based organizations for the
pl anni ng, execution, and advertisenent of neetings, foruns, surveys, and
ot her opportunities for public input;

(b) Sufficient lead time to advertise opportunities for public input
before such opportunities occur;

(c) Fair conpensation for conmunity-based organi zations and i ndi vid-
ual s who hel p design, advertise, and execute on such opportunities, to
the extent practicable;

(d) A language access plan to engage non-English proficient nenbers of
a disadvantaged conmunity in the public engagenent process, including
dedi cation of bilingual agency staff;

(e) A plan to engage and accommpdate individuals with disabilities by
using tools such as, but not limted to, visual aids, open or closed
captioning, large print and Braille transcriptions, audio descriptions,
sign language interpretation, assistive |listening devices, and wheel -
chair accessible entrances, exits, and spaces, wherever practicable;

(f) A plan to describe potential clean energy and energy efficiency
prograns in clear and accessible | anguage that is easily understood by
| ay- persons; and

(g) Integration of the principles of cultural conpetence and racial
ethnic, and social justice into every aspect of such public engagenent
process.

3. State agencies, authorities, and entities may refer to the report
drafted pursuant to section six of chapter one hundred six of the |aws
of two thousand nineteen in the design of the public engagenment process
described in subdivision two of this section.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the ninety-first day after it shal
have becone a | aw



