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STATE OF NEW YORK

6168

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 31, 2023

Introduced by Sen. COWRIE -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on El ections

AN ACT to anend the election law, in relation to notices to voters of
regi stration cancellation or inactive status

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Section 5-213 of the election law is amended by adding a
new subdivision 6 to read as foll ows:

6. When a board of elections places a voter's registration in inactive
status, the board of elections shall notify the voter immediately using:
(a) first class forwardable nmmil addressed to the address where the
board believes the voter now resides; (b) first class forwardable mai
addressed to the address where the voter is registered; and (c) any
email addresses and telephone nunbers that are in the board of
elections' registration records for the voter. Such notices shal
explain the reason why the voter has been placed in inactive status. The
state board of elections shall establish uniform statewide forns of
notice for this purpose

8 2. Subdivisions 2 and 3 of section 5-402 of the election | aw, subdi -
vision 2 as anended by chapter 94 of the |laws of 1997 and subdi vi sion 3
as amended by chapter 373 of the laws of 1978, are amended and a new
subdivision 5 is added to read as foll ows:

2. VWhenever the board has reason to believe that a registered voter is
no longer qualified to vote, it shall, before cancelling his or her
registration, notify himor her, in a unlforn1 statewide form approved

by the state board of elections, [byti+rst—eclassforwardable—mail—tothe
address—f+om-whi-ch—he—was—tast—registered] using all of the notification

net hods prescribed by subdivision five of this section, which shal

state the reason why the voter's registration is being cancelled and
that he or she may appear before the board or answer in witing by mail,
stating the reasons why his or her registration should not be cancell ed.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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Such notice shall also state that if the voter does not appear or answer
in witing within fourteen days after such notice is mailed, his or her
registration [w-H+] shall be cancelled. Such notice shall also advise
the voter of his or her right to reregister pursuant to the provisions
of this chapter and shall contain the phone nunber to call for the days
and hours of local registration and the location of |ocal registration

pl aces, the deadline for personal registration by mail for the next
general election and the phone nunber to call to obtain additiona
applications for personal registration by mail. No such notice shall be

required in order to cancel the registration of a voter who has made a
personal request to be renoved fromthe Iist of registered voters as
defined by subdivision two of section 5-400 of this title or the regis-
tration of a voter whose name has been in inactive status for at |east
the period required by paragraph (f) of subdivision one of section 5-400
of this title or to cancel the registration of a voter who has died

Together with such notice of cancellation, the board shall mail to such
voter a postage paid return card in a formapproved by the state board
of elections. Such card shall provide a place for the voter to set forth
the reasons for his or her continued eligibility to vote in such county
or city and to indicate his or her current address in the county or city

and a statenment that failure to return the card [w+] shall result in
cancellation of registration. The card shall also informthe voter of
how to reregister if the voter has nmoved out of the county or city. |If

such registered voter shall fail to appear or answer in witing within
such time or if, after he or she so appears or wites, the board is not
satisfied that he or she is qualified to remain registered, the board
shall cancel his or her registration.

3. The board of elections shall notify i mediately every person whose

reglstratlon is cancelled [aLte#—sHeh—pe4s9n—has—#espended——+n—pe#sen—e#

: A
of the actlon taken and the reason therefor [by—Mm+++en—net+ee——+e——+he
addLess——L#en;—Mh+eh—he—mas-#ast-;eg+st&#4wﬂ using all of the methods of

notice prescribed by subdivision five of this section. Such notice
shall advise such persons either of their right to reregister or their
right to apply to a court of law for reinstatenent, whichever is appro-
pri ate.

5. Wien a board of elections gives a voter notice of cancellation or
notice of the board's intent to cancel a voter's registration, the board

of elections shall imediately notify the voter using: (a) first class
forwardable nmil addressed to the address where the board believes the
voter now resides; (b) first class forwardable mail addressed to the

address where the voter is registered; and (c) any ennil addresses and
t el ephone nunbers that are in the board of elections' registration
records for the voter. The state board of elections shall establish
uniform statewide fornms of notice for this purpose

8 3. Subdivisions 2, 3 and 5 of section 5-712 of the election |aw,
subdivisions 2 and 3 as anended by chapter 200 of the laws of 1996 and
subdi vision 5 as added by chapter 659 of the |laws of 1994, are anended
to read as follows:

2. (a) The board of elections shall also send a confirmation notice to
every registered voter for whom it receives a notice of change of
address to an address not in such city or county which is not signed by

the voter by first class forwardable nail, and to any enmnil addresses
and tel ephone nunbers that are in the board of elections' registration
records for the voter. Such change of address notices shall include, but

not be Ilimted to, notices of change of address received pursuant to
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subdi vi si on el even of section 5-211 and subdivi sion six of section 5-212
of this article, notice of change of address from the United States
Postal Service through the National Change of Address System or from any
other agency of the federal governnent or any agency of any state or
| ocal governnment and notice of a forwarding address on nail sent to a
voter by the board of elections and returned by the postal service. Such
confirmation notices shall be sent to such new address by first class
forwardable mail, and the board shall notify the voter using any email
addresses and tel ephone nunbers that are in the board of elections

registration records for the voter.

(b) If a notice sent pursuant to paragraph (a) of this subdivision to
the voter at the new address is returned as undeliverable, the board of
el ections shall send another second such notice by first class forwarda-
ble mail, and to any emnil addresses and tel ephone nunbers that are in
the board of elections' registration records for the voter to the
address at which the voter was originally registered.

3. Such notices required by subdivisions one and two of this section
shall be [+p—a—Forn] sent using uniform statewi de forns prescribed by
the state board of elections and the namiled notices shall include a
postage-paid return card on which the voter may confirmthe fact that he
or she still resides at the address to which the notice was sent, or
notify the board of any change of address. Such notices shall request
all voters who receive the notice to reply with their current addresses.
Such notices shall request all voters who receive the notice to reply
with their current addresses and shall state that voters who have not
moved or who have noved within the county or city and who do not respond
may be required to vote by affidavit ballot and that if they do not vote
in any election up to and including the second federal election after
such notice, their registrations may be cancelled. Such notices sent to
addresses in New York state shall also include a mail registration form
and information on how voters who have noved to a different city or
county may reregister

5. Al voters or applicants to whoma confirmation notice is sent,
pursuant to the provisions of this section, shall forthwith be placed in
i nactive status. Wien a voter is placed in inactive status, the board of
elections shall notify the voter that they are now in inactive status
using all of the nmethods set forth in subdivision five of section 5-402
of this article that nmust be used to notify a voter that their registra-
tion has been cancelled and the notices shall state the reason that the
voter has been placed in inactive status. Boards of elections shall use
a uniform statew de notice approved by the state board of elections for
this purpose.

8 4. This act shall take effect inmediately.




