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STATE OF NEW YORK

6120

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 30, 2023

Introduced by Sen. MARTINEZ -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to establishing a comput-
er science graduation requirenent; and providing for the repeal of
certain provisions of such law relating thereto

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The education law is anmended by addi ng a new section 817 to
read as foll ows:

8 817. Instruction in conputer science. 1. Definitions. For the
purposes of this section, the following terns have the foll owi ng nean-

i ngs:
a. "Conputer science" neans the study of conputers and algorithnic
processes, including their principles, hardware and software desi gns,

inplenentation, and i npact on society.

b. "Conputer science course" neans a course at the niddle or high
school level that teaches conputer science as a standal one inpl enenta-
tion or, for niddle school, enbedded in other subjects.

2. Conputer science graduation requirenent. a. Students enrolled in
hi gh school shall be required to conplete one high school |evel conputer
science course in order to receive a diploma of graduation from high
school .

b. The departnent shall adopt a list of approved conputer science
courses no later than July first, two thousand twenty-six, which shal
be nade publicly available on the departnent's website. Such courses
shall include instruction on conputer science, including teaching
students how to use existing technologies and how to create new technol -
ogi es. Such courses shall neet or exceed the high school standards and
curriculum requirenents established by the respective school district.
Such courses shall be taken in niddle or high school grades to neet the
requirenents of this section
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c. A conputer science course offered by a public high school or public
charter school shall be offered in an in-person setting; provided that

such course shall be offered as a virtual or distance course option only
when a traditional classroomsetting is not feasible, as determ ned by
the respective school district.

d. The conputer science courses required by this section may addi -
tionally fulfill existing graduation requirenents for a school district,
as determ ned by the board of education of such school district.

e. Beginning July first, two thousand twenty-seven and on or before
each first of July thereafter, each school district shall subnit to the
departnent a report for the prior acadenic year which shall include, but
not be limted to, the foll ow ng:

(i) The nanes and course codes of conputer science courses offered in

each school, including course descriptions and which state conputer
science standards are covered, to the extent such infornmation is avail-
able; and

ii) The nunber of conputer science instructors at each school, disag-
gregat ed by:

(A) certification, if applicable;

(B) gender;

(O race and ethnicity; and

(D) highest acadeni c degree.

f. The departnent shall post publicly on its website on or before July
first, two thousand twenty-eight and on or before each first of July
thereafter the data received pursuant to paragraph e of this subdivi-
sion. The data received pursuant to subparagraph (ii) of paragraph h of
this subdivision shall be disaggregated by school. The departnment shal
publish a list of conputer science course codes and nanes. including
course descriptions and which courses align to the state conputer
science standards under this section.

g. (i) Beginning July first, tw thousand twenty-six, a schoo
district may submt a signed notification to the departnent that certi-
fies a conputer science course was not available for students enrolled
in such school district to fulfill the requirenent of this section. If
such signed notification is subnmitted to the departnent, such require-
nent shall be waived for students enrolled in such school district.

(ii) The departnment shall maintain a list of the school districts that
submit signed notifications pursuant to subparagraph (i) of this para-

graph._
h. (i) Beginning July first., two thousand twenty-six, a student nmay
submt a waiver, which shall be devel oped by the departnent, to the

school district in which such student is enrolled in the event that such
student is unable to conplete the conputer science course requirenent
for graduation under this section. |If such waiver is submitted to a
school district, such requirenent shall be waived for the student that
submtted such waiver. Each school district shall submt all such waiv-
ers received fromstudents to the departnent.

(ii) The departnment shall annually publish the nunber of students who
submt waivers pursuant to subparagraph (i) of this paragraph.

3. State conputer science supervisor position. The departnment shal
create a conputer science supervisor position wthin the departnent.
Such conputer science supervisor shall be appointed by the comm ssioner
and shall be responsible for effectuating the provisions of this section
within the departnment, including the devel opnent and inplenentation of

approved conputer science education courses pursuant to this section.
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8§ 2. Subdivision 4 of section 3004 of the education |aw is anmended by
addi ng a new paragraph ¢ to read as foll ows:

c. The conm ssioner shall ensure that teacher preparation instructions
on and after July first, two thousand twenty-eight. and any program of
teacher preparation leading to professional certification shall include
instruction in conputer science and instruction in information technol o-
gy skills as applied to student |earning and classroominstruction that
are grade-level and subject area appropriate and that:

(i) clarify the conceptual foundations of conputer science;

(ii) teach research-based practices, including hands-on and inquiry-
based | earning; and

(iii) are intended for existing teachers with or without prior expo-
sure to conputer science.

8 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2026; provided, however, that
paragraphs g and h of subdivision 2 of section 817 of the education | aw
as added by section one of this act shall expire and be deened repeal ed
on July 1, 2030. Effective i mediately, the addition, anmendnent and/or
repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenentation of
this act on its effective date are authorized to be nade and conpl eted
on or before such effective date.




