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STATE OF NEW YORK

6070--A

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 28, 2023

I ntroduced by Sen. GOUNARDES -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Investigati ons and Govern-

ment Operations -- recommtted to the Cormittee on |Investigations and
CGovernnent Qperations in accordance with Senate Rule 6, sec. 8 --
conmittee discharged, bill amended, ordered reprinted as amended and

reconmtted to said conm ttee

AN ACT to anmend the social services law, in relation to a refugee
resettlement program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative findings. The Ilegislature hereby finds and
decl ares the fol |l ow ng:

a. Under federal law 8 U S.C 81101 (a) (42), a refugee is a person
who is forced to flee their country of origin or last habitation due to
persecution, or a well-founded fear of persecution, based upon their
race, religion, nationality, menbership in a particular social group, or
political opinion

b. At the end of 2022, there were 108.4 nillion forcibly displaced
people in the world, 35.3 mllion of which were refugees. This is nore
than doubl e the recorded nunmber in 2010, and the highest it has ever
been;

c. Around two-thirds of refugees live in poverty, and nany are unable
to return to their hone countries due to the lack of inminent solutions
to conflicts, recurrent violence, and political instability;

d. Less than 1 percent of refugees will ever be resettled to a safe
third country, enabling them to rebuild their lives in safety and
contribute to the cultural and econom c fabric of a new hone nation;

e. Recognizing the inmportance of refugee resettlenent, the United
States created the Refugee Act of 1980;
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f. Since 1980, the United States Refugee Adm ssions Program (USRAP)
has saved nore than 3.7 million refugees, and resettled them across the
country;

g. As of 2021, New York State resettled the third nost refugees in the
country;

h. On Septenber 19, 2016, the United Nations General Assenbly unan-
i mously adopted the New York Declaration for Refugees and M grants,
which reaffirns the inportance of the international refugee regine and
contains a wide range of commtnents to strengthen and enhance nech-
anisns to protect these individuals;

i. Research fromreputable sources including the Fiscal Policy Insti-
tute, Urban Institute, Pew Research Center, and New Anerican Econony
find a positive econom ¢ and social inmpact of refugees across New York
St at e;

j. Governor Kathy Hochul reaffirmed New York State's conmitment to
hel pi ng refugees on August 19, 2021 by wel comi ng those fl eei ng Afghani s-
t an;

k. The Statue of Liberty, a national nonunment and icon of freedomthat
has been welconmng inmgrants fromacross the world to New York State
since 1886, states, "G ve nme your tired, your poor, your huddl ed masses
yearning to breathe free, the wetched refuse of your teenming shore.
Send these, the honeless, tenpest-tossed to ne, | |ift ny |anp beside
t he gol den door!";

|. The State of New York has been proud to partner with the United
States Citizenship and Immigration Services in assisting and resettling
refugees from USRAP through its Bureau of Refugee Services, which is
housed within the O fice of Tenporary and Disability Assistance;

m The legislature hereby affirnms, wth this act, its continued
commtnent to resettle refugees through the United States Refugee Admi s-
sions Programw thin the boundaries of this state for as long as indi-
vidual s around the world are displaced fromtheir hone countries.

g 2. Subdi vision 3 of section 358 of the social services |law, as
anended by section 39 of part B of chapter 436 of the laws of 1997, is
amended to read as follows:

3. (a) If and for so long as the federal governnent provides one
hundred percent funding therefor, the departnment is authorized to oper-
ate a Cuban and Haitian entrant program [ ard—a—+efugee—+resettlerpnt

(b) The departnent shall establish a refugee resettlenent program to

be administered by the bureau of refugee services housed within the
departnent. The departnent may contract wth public and/or private
nonprofit agencies as provided in 8 U.S.C. 8§ 1522(e) in order to provide
the services to refugees described in this subdivision. The depart nent
shall submit the plan for such refugee resettlenent program to the
federal departnment of health and human services and shall act for the
state in any negotiations relative to the subnmssion and approval of
such plan and neke any arrangenent which nmay be necessary to obtain and
retain such approval. Provided, however, that the provisions of this
paragraph shall not be contingent upon one hundred percent federal fund-
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ing as described in paragraph (a) of this subdivision. The refugee
resettlenent programdescribed in this subdivision nmay be funded from
the federal and/or state governnent or governnents, or political subdi-
vi sions thereof.

(c) The refugee resettlenent program established in paragraph (b) of
this subdivision shall have the core nmssion of directing resources to
local public or private entities that assist refugees in:

(i) achieving economic and social self-sufficiency;

(ii) assisting victinse of human trafficking; and

(iii) assuring proper foster care for unacconpanied refugees and
entrant minors.

(d) Such refugee resettlenent program adninistered by the departnent
shall partner with public or private entities which assist refugees in
the provision or pronption of: civic and social engagenent; nentoring
services for youth; conprehensive case managenent; food, clothing, shel-
ter, school supplies, or other basic needs; enploynment and training
services; English language instruction; comrunity school activities;
tenporary cash and nedical assistance; prograns to increase health
literacy; prograns to increase access to public and/or private health
i nsur ance; initial nmedical screenings and imrunizations; prograns
designed to ease the transition of school-aged refugee children into
elenentary, mddle., and high schools; support services for victins of
human trafficking; social and supportive services for refugees aged
sixty or older; foster care prograns for unacconpani ed refugee m nors;
and other social services prograns created to neet other needs of refu-
gees as such needs ari se.

8 3. This act shall take effect inmediately.




