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STATE OF NEW YORK

5887

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 21, 2023

I ntroduced by Sen. FERNANDEZ -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Investigati ons and Govern-
ment Qperations

AN ACT to anend the cannabis law, in relation to prohibiting new canna-
bi s di spensaries fromopening up within a certain distance from other
i censed cannabi s di spensaries

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 72 of the cannabis law is anended by adding a new
subdivision 7 to read as foll ows:

7. (a) No cannabis retail licensee applicant shall subnmt an applica-
tion to locate a storefront in a city, town or village having a popu-
lation of twenty thousand or nore within five hundred feet of an exist-
ing prenmises licensed and operating pursuant to this article or article
three of this chapter

(b) The neasurenent in paragraph (a) of this subdivision shall be
taken in straight lines fromthe center of the nearest entrance of the
prem ses sought to be licensed to the center of the nearest entrance of
such premi ses licensed and operating pursuant to this article or article
three of this chapter

(c) Notwi thstanding the provisions of paragraph (a) of this subdivi-
sion, the cannabis control board nay issue a license pursuant to this
section for a prem ses which shall be within five hundred feet of an
existing prenmises licensed and operating pursuant to this article or
article three of this chapter if, after consultation with the cannabis
control board, such board determnes that granting such |icense would be
in the public interest. Before it may issue any such license, the canna-
bis control board shall conduct a hearing, upon notice to the applicant
and the nmunicipality or conmmunity board where the proposed prenises is
located and shall state and file in its office its reasons therefor.
Notice to the nunicipality or community board shall nmean witten notice
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mailed by the authority to such nmunicipality or comunity board at | east
fifteen days in advance of any hearing schedul ed pursuant to this para-

graph. Upon the request of the cannabis control board, any nunicipality
or community board nmay waive the fifteen day notice requirenent. The
hearing nmay be reschedul ed, adjourned or continued, and the cannabis
control board shall give notice to the applicant and the nmunicipality or
community board of any such reschedul ed, adjourned or continued hearing.
Bef ore the cannabis control board issues any said |license, the cannabis
control board may, in addition to the hearing required by this para-
graph, also conduct a public neeting regarding said |license, upon notice
to the applicant and the nmunicipality or community board. The public
neeting nay be reschedul ed, adjourned or continued, and the cannabis
control board shall give notice to the applicant and the nmunicipality or
community board of any such reschedul ed, adjourned or continued public
neeting. No prenm ses having been granted a license pursuant to this
section shall be denied a renewal of such |license upon the grounds that
such premi ses are within five hundred feet of a building or buildings
wherein a prenises is licensed and operating pursuant to this article or
article three of this chapter.
§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.




