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| N SENATE

March 8, 2023

Introduced by Sen. COWRIE -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Energy and Tel ecomuni-

cations -- recomitted to the Comrittee on Energy and Tel ecomuni -
cations in accordance with Senate Rule 6, sec. 8 -- committee
di scharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anended and recommitted

to said conm ttee

AN ACT to anmend the public service law, in relation to the contents of
enmergency response plans required to be subnmitted to the public
servi ce conmi ssion by electric corporations

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Paragraph (a) of subdivision 21 of section 66 of the public
service | aw, as separately anmended by chapters 395 and 743 of the |aws
of 2022, subparagraph (iii) of paragraph (a) as separately anended by
chapter 38 of the I aws of 2023 and subparagraph (xi) of paragraph (a) as
separately anmended by chapter 743 of the | aws of 2022 and chapter 673 of
the aws of 2023, is anended to read as foll ows:

(a) Each electric corporation subject to section twenty-five-a of this
chapter shall annually, on or before Decenber fifteenth, subnit to the
conmi ssion an energency response plan for review and approval. The ener-
gency response plan shall be designed for the reasonably pronpt restora-
tion of service in the case of an enmergency event, defined for purposes
of this subdivision as an event where wi despread outages have occurred
in the service territory of the conpany due to storns, cyber attack, or
ot her causes beyond the control of the conpany. To support reasonably
pronpt restoration of service in the case of an energency event, ener-
gency response plans should include details of staffing, equipnent and a
performance schedule with the goal of achieving restoration of service
based upon a tine-based restoration schedule established by the conm s-
sion. In establishing such tine-based restoration schedules, the conms-
sion should utilize benchmarks for the restoration of service which
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include, but are not limted to, the percentage of custoners restored
within each twenty-four-hour interval followi ng the stormand consider-
ation of different Kkinds of stormevents. The energency response plan
shall include, but need not be limted to, the following: (i) the iden-
tification of managenent staff responsible for conpany operations during
an energency; (ii) a conmunications systemwth custonmers during an
energency that extends beyond normal business hours and business condi-
tions; (iii) identification of and outreach plans to customers who had
documented their need for essential electricity for nedical needs, which
shall include but not be Iinmted to, apnea nonitors for infants, cuirass
respirators, henodialysis machines, 1V feeding machines, |V nedical
i nfusi on rmachi nes, oxygen concentrators, positive pressure respirators,
respirator/ventilators, rocking bed respirators, suction nachines, and
tank type respirators; (iv) identification of and outreach plans to
custoners who had docunented their need for essential electricity to
provide critical telecomunications, critical transportation, critical
fuel distribution services or other large-load custoners identified by
the comm ssion; (v) designation of conmpany staff to communicate with
| ocal officials and appropriate regulatory agencies; (vi) provisions
regarding how the conpany will assure the safety of its enployees and
contractors; (vii) procedures for deploying conpany and nutual aid crews
to work assignnment areas; (viii) identification of additional supplies
and equi prent needed during an energency; (ix) the means of obtaining
addi tional supplies and equi pnent; (x) procedures to practice the ener-
gency response plan; (xi) appropriate safety precautions regardi ng el ec-
trical hazards, including plans to pronptly secure downed wires within
thirty-six hours of notification of the |ocation of such downed wres
from a nunicipal emergency official or individual; (xii) plans setting
forth how the comuni cation and coordination of efforts between the
electric corporation, electric corporation enployees, electric corpo-
rati on conpany crews, nmutual aid crews, other utilities, |ocal govern-
ments and any other entity perform ng services to assist such electric
corporation shall occur; and (xiii) such other additional infornation as
the comm ssion may require. Each such corporation shall, on an annua
basis, undertake drills inplenenting procedures to practice its emergen-
cy managenent plan. The conmm ssion nmay adopt additional requirenents
consistent with ensuring the reasonably pronpt restoration of service in
the case of an energency event.
8§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.




