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STATE OF NEW YORK

5071

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 22, 2023

Introduced by Sen. CLEARE -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Consuner Protection

AN ACT to anend the general business law, in relation to prohibiting
certain debt arrears frombeing reported to consumer reporting agen-
cies

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The general business law is anmended by addi ng a new section
399-zzzzzz to read as foll ows:

8 399-zzz777z7z. Prohibition on reporting of certain debt arrears. 1. No
person, firm partnership, association or corporation shall report debt
arrears of an individual which are due to a COVID-19 related hardship to
a consuner reporting agency as defined in section three hundred eighty-a
of this chapter.

2. Debt arrears reported in violation of the provisions of subdivision
one of this section shall be expunged from the file, as defined in
section three hundred eighty-a of this chapter., of any individual who
files a dispute regarding such debt arrears pursuant to section three
hundred eighty-f of this chapter.

3. As used in this section "COVID-19 rel ated hardshi p" neans:

(a) A significant |oss of household incone during the COVID 19 pandent
ic.

(b) Increase in necessary out-of-pocket expenses related to performng
essential work or related to health inpacts during the COVID 19 pandem
ic.

(c) Childcare responsibilities or responsibilities to care for an
elderly, disabled, or sick fanmly nmenber during the COVID 19 pandenic
have negatively affected the ability of the individual or the ability of
soneone in the household of such individual to obtain nmeaningful enploy-
nment or earn incone or increased such individual's necessary out-of-
pocket expenses.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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(d) OGher circunstances related to the COVID 19 pandem c

have nega-

tively affected the individual's ability to obtain neani nagf ul

enpl oynent

or earn incone or have significantly reduced the individual's

househol d

incone or significantly increased such individual's expenses.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shal

have becone a | aw.



