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January 4, 2023

Introduced by Sens. SEPULVEDA, MYRIE, RIVERA -- read tw ce and ordered
printed, and when printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Social
Servi ces

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to assistance for
burial arrangenents

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivisions 3 and 4 of section 141 of the social services
| aw, subdivision 3 as added by chapter 772 of the |laws of 1958, subpara-
graphs 1 and 2 of paragraph (a) of subdivision 3 as anended by chapter
110 of the Ilaws of 1971, paragraph (b) of subdivision 3 as anended by
chapter 342 of the | aws of 1965, subdivision 4 as added by chapter 1080
of the laws of 1974, are amended and a new subdivision 7 is added to
read as foll ows:

3. (a) Wien burial arrangenents for a recipient of public assistance
or care are made by relatives or friends of the deceased and the expense
of such burial does not exceed the amount fixed by the appropriate
public welfare official or the local appropriating body for simlar
burials in sinmilar circunstances, such public welfare official nmay:

(1) if such relatives or friends were required to pay the expense of
such burial in order to arrange the sane, wholly or partly reinburse
them fromassets transferred or assigned to such social services offi-
cial by or on behalf of the deceased recipient; but he shall not reim
burse a legally responsible relative of the deceased for any part of the
anmount paid by himwhich in the judgnment of such social services offi-
cial such relative is able to bear; nor shall such official expend from
such assets for such purpose nore than is permtted by or pursuant to
this section, other provisions of this chapter and regulations of the
departnment. The reinbursenent benefit pursuant to this subparagraph
shall not be less than three thousand dollars or exceed four thousand
dol |l ars.
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(2) pay part of the expense of such burial, if, and to the extent and
under the circunmstances, permtted by his | ocal policy, which shall not
be inconsistent wth this chapter, and the regul ati ons of the depart-
ment; but in no case shall such social services official pay nore than
the balance remaining to be paid after the total of the ampbunts paid or
to be paid by all other sources, including paynments nade or to be nade
by such legally responsible relatives of the deceased as are in the
j udgnent of such official able to bear the sanme, is credited to and
deducted from such expense.

(b) I'n no case shall a public welfare official expend, pursuant to the
provisions of this section or any other provision of this chapter, for
the burial of a recipient of public assistance or care, from assets
transferred or assigned to himby or on behalf of such recipient, an
anount which shall be |ess than three thousand dollars or in excess of
[ H~e—hundred] four thousand dollars.

4. For purposes of this section, the term"recipient of public assist-
ance and care" shall include persons [+eceing] eligible for federa
suppl enental security income benefits pursuant to title sixteen of the
federal social security act [andler]. additional state paynents pursuant
to title six of article five of this chapter and/or if such person can
ot herwi se denpnstrate an inability to pay as deternmined by the conms-
sioner. Notwi thstanding any provision of lawto the contrary, the eligi-
bility of a person to receive benefits pursuant to this section shal
not take into account the inm gration status of such person

7. Notwi thstanding any provision of law to the contrary, during a
state disaster energency, as defined in section twenty of the executive
law, no reinbursenent paynents shall be nmade pursuant to subparagraph
one of paragraph (a) of subdivision three of this section and all appli-
cations for assistance pursuant to this section shall be processed,
approved or denied, and direct payment nmade to the funeral firm cene-
tery organization or business operating a crematory, colunbarium or
ot her business, who also controls the disposition of remains, as appli-
cable, within fifteen days.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect inmediately.




