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| N SENATE

(Prefil ed)
January 4, 2023

Introduced by Sens. CLEARE, RIVERA, BROUK, COONEY, FERNANDEZ, GONZALEZ,
GOUNARDES, HI NCHEY, HOYLMAN- SI GAL, JACKSQN, LIU, SALAZAR, THOWAS, WEBB
-- read twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be comritted to
the Committee on Health -- conmittee discharged, bill amended, ordered
reprinted as anended and recommitted to said conmttee -- committee
di scharged, bill anmended, ordered reprinted as amended and reconmitted
to said conmittee -- reconmitted to the Conmittee on Health in accord-
ance with Senate Rule 6, sec. 8 -- committee discharged, bill anended,
ordered reprinted as anended and recommitted to said conmittee

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to enacting the
reproducti ve freedom and equity grant program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Article 25-A of the public health law is anmended by adding
a new section 2599-bb-1 to read as fol |l ows:

8 2599-bb-1. Reproductive freedomand equity grant program 1. As used
inthis section, the following ternms shall have the foll ow nhg neanings:

(a) "Abortion" shall nean the term nation of pregnancy pursuant to
section twenty-five hundred ninety-nine-bb of this article.

(b) "Health care services" shall nean the range of care related to the
provi sion of abortion.

(c) "Practical support" shall nean direct assistance to enable a
person to obtain abortion care, including but not limted to ground and
air transportation, lodging, neals, childcare, translation services, and
doul a support.

(d) "Progrant shall nean the reproductive freedom and equity grant
program est abli shed pursuant to subdivision two of this section

2. There is hereby established in the departnent a reproductive free-
dom and equity grant programto ensure access to abortion care in the
state. The program shall provide funding to abortion providers and non-
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profit organizations that provide or facilitate access to abortion care.
The program shall be designed to provide support to abortion providers

and non-profit organizations to increase access to care, fund unconpen-
sated care, and to address the support needs of individuals accessing
abortion care. Funding used to support the programshall be subject to
appropriation.

3. The conmm ssioner shall distribute funds made avail able for expendi -
ture under this section. In deternmning funding for applicants under the
grant program the conmissioner shall consider the following criteria
and goals:

(a) Increase access to care by growing the capacity of abortion
providers to neet present and future care needs. Funds nay be awarded to
support the recruitnent and retention of staff. patient navigators,
staff training, the establishnent of new or renovation of existing
health centers, investnents in technology to facilitate care, security
enhancenents., and other operational or capital needs that increase
access to abortion care.

(b) Fund unconpensated health care services associated with abortion
care, to ensure the affordability of and access to care for individuals
who lack ability to pay for care, for individuals who | ack insurance
coverage, are underinsured, or whose insurance is deened unusable by the
rendering provider.

(c) Address practical support needs of individuals accessing abortion
care for individuals who lack ability to pay for such support.

4. In establishing and operating the program the conm ssioner shal
consult a range of experts including but not limted to individuals and
entities providing abortion care, abortion funds and other organi zations
whose mission is to expand access to abortion care, to ensure the
program structure and expenditures reflect the needs of abortion provid-
ers, abortion funds and consuners. The conmi ssioner nay neke reqgul ations
necessary for inplenenting the program

5. The conmmi ssioner shall not request, or otherwise require, any
abortion provider or non-profit organization receiving nonies fromthe
programto divulge the nane, address, photograph. |icense nunber, enmi

address, phone nunber, or any other individual identifying informtion
of any patient, or individual who sought or received health care
services or practical support froman abortion provider or organization
under the program

6. Any non-profit organization or abortion provider receiving funds
from the programshall take all necessary steps to ensure the confiden-
tiality of the individuals receiving services pursuant to state and
federal |aws.

8 2. Severability clause. If any clause, sentence, paragraph, section
or part of this act shall be adjudged by any court of conpetent juris-
diction to be invalid and after exhaustion of all further judicia
review, the judgnent shall not affect, inpair, or invalidate the renain-
der thereof, but shall be confined in its operation to the clause,
sentence, paragraph, section or part of this act directly involved in
the controversy in which the judgnment shall have been rendered.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect inmmediately.




