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STATE OF NEW YORK

3114

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 27, 2023

Introduced by Sens. MANNION, CLEARE -- read tw ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmtted to the Comrittee on Internet and
Technol ogy

AN ACT to anend the state technology law, in relation to requiring state
agencies and entities to ensure their websites are accessible to
persons with disabilities

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The state technol ogy |aw is amended by addi ng a new section
103-b to read as foll ows:

8 103-b. Website accessibility. 1. The office shall adopt a protoco
for websites nmintained by or on behalf of a state agency or state enti-
ty relating to website accessibility for persons with disabilities. Such
protocol shall provide for agency websites to adopt either of the
follow ng standards: (a) section 1194.22 of title thirty-six of the code
of federal regulations or (b) the web content accessibility guidelines
2.1 level AA, devel oped by the worldwi de web consortium or any succes-
sor standards. The adopted protocol required by this section nmay differ
fromsuch standards in specific instances when the office's designee
deternmines, after consulting with experts in website design and reason-
abl e accommpdations for people with disabilities and the holding of a
public hearing, that such differences will provide effective comuni -
cation for people with disabilities, and that such differences are docu-
nented in such protocol. Such protocol shall be nade available to the
public online. This section shall not require an agency to take any
action that would result in a fundanental alteration in the nature of a
service, program or activity.

2. No later than Decenber thirty-first, two thousand twenty-three, and
every two vears thereafter, the office designee shall subnit to the
governor and the legislature a witten report that docunents the conpli -
ance of websites maintained by or on behalf of state agencies or state

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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entities

2

with the protocol adopted pursuant to subdivision one of this

section.

8 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after

it shall

have becone a | aw.



