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STATE OF NEW YORK

2619

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 23, 2023

Introduced by Sen. PARKER -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Energy and Tel ecomuni-
cations

AN ACT to anend the public service law and the state finance law, in
relation to establishing the furloughed or non-pay federal workers
revol ving |oan programand fund; and providing for the repeal of such
provi si ons upon expiration thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The public service law is anmended by addi ng a new section
66-u to read as foll ows:

8 66-u. Furloughed or non-pay federal workers l|oan program 1. The
conm ssion shall create a furloughed or non-pay federal workers revol v-
ing loan programin order to provide zero percent interest l|oans to
residential electric and natural gas custoners who have been either
furl oughed or designated non-pay federal enployees due to a period of a
|l apse in discretionary appropriations by the federal governnment in order
to assist such custoners in paying their electric and gas bills.

2. (a) The conmission may make, upon application duly made, up to the
amounts avail able by appropriation, loans for the payment of electric
and gas bills by eligible custoners.

(b) The conmission shall have the power to nake such rules and regu-
lations as may be necessary and proper to effectuate the purposes of
this section.

3. (a) Application for |loans may be nade by residential electric and
natural gas custoners who have been either furloughed or designated
non-pay federal enployees due to a period of a lapse in discretionary
appropriations by the federal governnent.

(b) Every application shall be in a formacceptable to the comm ssion
and shall require docunentation denonstrating financial need and that
the applicant has been furl oughed or designated non-pay as a result of a
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period of a lapse in discretionary appropriations by the federal govern-
nent .

8 2. The state finance law is amended by adding a new section 99-qq to
read as foll ows:

8 99-qqg. Furl oughed or non-pay federal workers revolving loan fund. 1
There is hereby established in the joint custody of the conptroller and
the public service conmmssion a fund to be known as the "furloughed or
non-pay federal worker revolving loan fund". Such fund shall consist of
noneys nade avail able pursuant to appropriation and any other sources in
order to provide zero percent interest |loans to residential electric and
natural gas custoners who have been either furloughed or designated
non-pay federal enployees pursuant to section sixty-six-u of the public
service | aw

2. The fund shall consist of all noneys appropriated for its purpose,
all noneys transferred to such fund pursuant to law, and all npneys
required by this section or any other lawto be paid into or credited to
this fund, including all noneys received by the fund or donated to it,
paynments of principal on loans nmade fromthe fund, and any interest
earnings which may accrue fromthe investnent or reinvestnent of npneys
fromthe fund.

3. Mneys of the fund., when allocated, shall be available to the
public service conmmission to make |l oans as provided in section sixty-
six-u of the public service law. Up to five percent of the npneys of the
fund may be used to pay the expenses, including personal service and
mai nt enance and operation, in connection with the adm nistration of such
| oans.

8 3. This act shall take effect inmediately and shall expire and be
deened repeal ed one year after it shall have becone a | aw.




