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STATE OF NEW YORK

2422--B

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 20, 2023

Introduced by Sens. HOYLMAN-SIGAL, ASHBY, BAILEY, BRI SPORT, CLEARE
GONZALEZ, GOUNARDES, JACKSON, KAVANAGH, KENNEDY, KRUEGER, LIU, MAYER
MYRI E, PERSAUD, RAMOS, RIVERA, SALAZAR, SEPULVEDA, SERRANO TEDI SCO - -
read twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be committed to
the Committee on Transportation -- reported favorably from said
committee, ordered to first and second report, ordered to a third
readi ng, anended and ordered reprinted, retaining its place in the

order of third reading -- recommitted to the Conmittee on Transporta-
tion in accordance with Senate Rule 6, sec. 8 -- comittee di scharged,
bill anmended, ordered reprinted as anended and recomritted to said
conmittee

AN ACT to anend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to establishing
speed limts in cities wth populations in excess of one mllion
peopl e

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
"Sammy's | aw'

§ 2. Paragraphs 26 and 27 of subdivision (a) of section 1642 of the
vehicle and traffic l|aw, paragraph 26 as added and paragraph 27 as
amended by chapter 248 of the laws of 2014, are anended to read as
fol | ows:

26. (a) Wth respect to highways (which termfor the purposes of this
par agraph shall include private roads open to public notor vehicle traf-
fic) in such city, other than state highways naintained by the state on
whi ch the departnment of transportation shall have established higher or
| ower speed limts than the statutory fifty-five mles per hour speed
limt as provided in section sixteen hundred twenty of this title, or on
which the departnment of transportation shall have designated that such
city shall not establish any maxi mum speed |linmt as provided in section
sixteen hundred twenty-four of this title, subject to the limtations

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
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i nposed by section sixteen hundred eighty-four of this title, establish-
ment of maxi mum speed limts at which vehicles may proceed w thin such
city or wthin designated areas of such city higher or |ower than the
fifty-five mles per hour maxi mumstatutory limt. [Ne] Except for high-
ways that consist of three or nore through travel lanes in the sane
direction, no such speed linit applicable throughout such city or within
desi gnated areas of such city shall be established at less than [twer—
ty-five] twenty mles per hour, [exeept] provided that this exception
shall not apply in a county with a population of no less than one
mllion six hundred ninety-four thousand and no nore than one nillion
six hundred ninety-five thousand as of the two thousand twenty decennia
census, and provided, further, that school speed limts nmay be estab-
lished at no less than fifteen mles per hour pursuant to the provisions
of section sixteen hundred forty-three of this article.

(b) A city shall not lower or raise a speed linmt [by—worethantive

m-t+es—per—hour] pursuant to this paragraph unless such city provides
witten notice and an opportunity to conment to the community board or

comuni ty boards established pursuant to section twenty-eight hundred of
the New York city charter with jurisdiction over the area in which the
| ower or higher speed Iinmt shall apply. Such notice may be provided by
el ectronic mail and shall be provided sixty days prior to the establish-
ment of such |ower or higher speed limt.

27. (a) Establishment of maximum speed linmits below [twenty—five]
twenty mles per hour at which notor vehicles may proceed on or al ong
desi gnated hi ghways within such city for the explicit purpose of inple-
menting traffic calmng neasures as such term is defined herein;
provi ded, however, that no speed limt shall be set bel ow [H4teen] ten
m | es per hour nor shall such speed limt be established where the traf-
fic calmng neasure to be inplenmented consists solely of a traffic
control sign. Establishnent of such a speed limt shall, where applica-
ble, be in conpliance with the provisions of sections sixteen hundred
twenty-four and sixteen hundred eighty-four of this [chapter] title.
Not hi ng contai ned herein shall be deened to alter or affect the estab-
lishnment of school speed linmits pursuant to the provisions of section
si xteen hundred forty-three of this article. For the purposes of this
paragraph, “traffic cal m ng neasures" shall mean any physical engi neer-
i ng neasure or neasures that reduce the negative effects of notor vehi-
cle wuse, alter driver behavior and inprove conditions for non-notorized
street users such as pedestrians and bicyclists.

(b) Any city establishing maxi num speed Ilinits below [fwerty—five]
twenty mles per hour pursuant to clause (i) of this subparagraph shal
submt a report to the governor, the tenmporary president of the senate
and the speaker of the assenbly on or before March first, two thousand
fifteen and biannually thereafter on the results of using traffic calm
ing measures and speed linmts |ower than [twenty—five] twenty niles per
hour as authorized by this paragraph. This report shall also be nmde
available to the public by such city on its website. Such report shal
include, but not be limted to the follow ng:

(i) a description of the designated highways where traffic cal mng
measures and a lower speed limt were established [and] .

(ii) a description of the specific traffic cal mng neasures used and
the maxi mum speed linit established [ard] .

(iii) an explanation of the reasons for setting lower speed linits,
how those |lower speed limts conply with engineering standards, and how
they will ensure that notor vehicles can operate at safe speeds in a

nmanner that optim zes all road users' safety and conveni ence; and
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(iv) a conparison of the aggregate type, nunber, and severity of acci-
dents reported on streets on which street cal mng nmeasures and | ower
speed limts were inplemented in the year preceding the inplenentation
of such measures and policies and the year follow ng the inplenentation
of such neasures and policies, to the extent this information is nain-
tai ned by any agency of the state or the city.

8§ 3. 1. For the purpose of inform ng and educati ng persons who operate
nmotor vehicles in this state:

(a) Any |law enforcenent official authorized to issue appearance tick-
ets pursuant to the vehicle and traffic | aw may, during the six-nonth
peri od beginning on the effective date of this act, stop notor vehicles
and i ssue verbal warnings to persons who are in violation of the maxi num
speed limts |owered by section two of this act, and who are traveling
at a speed of less than fifteen mles per hour over such maxi nrum speed
limts.

(b) Any nunicipality authorized to issue appearance tickets by nmi
where a jurisdiction has installed a photo speed nonitoring system
pursuant to the vehicle and traffic |law may, during the six-nonth period
beginning on the effective date of this act, issue witten warnings to
persons who are in violation of the mnmaxinmum speed limts |owered by
section two of this act, and who are traveling at a speed of |ess than
15 miles per hour over such nmaxi mum speed limts.

2. The department of transportation for the city of New York shal
i mpl enent an educati on canpai gn which shall, at a m ni mum

(a) Alert drivers to the passage of this act;

(b) Educate drivers of the dangers of speeding, including the known
increases of fatalities and serious injuries in crashes involving a
vehicle traveling over 20 mles per hour; and

(c) Educate drivers of the dangers of crashes involving pedestrians.

3. The departnent of transportation for the city of New York shal
install additional signage around school zones that notifies drivers of
the speed limt.

8 4. This act shall take effect on the sixtieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw.



