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STATE OF NEW YORK

2359

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 20, 2023

I ntroduced by Sens. BROUK, ADDABBO, CLEARE, COONEY, GOUNARDES, HARCKHAM
HOYLMAN- SI GAL, JACKSQN, KENNEDY, MYRIE, PERSAUD, SANDERS, SKOUFIS --
read twi ce and ordered printed, and when printed to be comitted to
the Committee on Mental Health

AN ACT directing the commi ssioner of mental health to establish a mater-
nal nmental health workgroup to study and issue reconmendations rel ated
to maternal nental health and perinatal and postpartum nood and anxi e-
ty disorders; and providing for the repeal of such provision upon
expiration thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The conmi ssioner of nental health shall establish a mater-
nal nental health workgroup (referred to in this section as the "work-
group”") wthin the office of mental health. The workgroup shall consi st
of, at the mininum the conm ssioner of mental health or his, her or
their designee, the commi ssioner of the office of children and fanily
services or his, her or their designee; the conm ssioner of the depart-
ment of health or his, her or their designee; representatives from
statewi de mental health organizations; representatives from naternal
health care provider organizations; representatives fromhealth care
provi der organi zations; representatives fromthe health insurance indus-
try; and any additional stakeholders that the comm ssioners deem neces-
sary. At least one-third of the nenbers shall be fromhistorically
underrepresented communities that are disproportionately inpacted by the
under di agnoses of nmaternal nental health disorders.

8§ 2. Wirkgroup nenbers shall receive no conpensation for their
services as nenbers of the workgroup, but shall be reinbursed for their
actual expenses incurred in the performance of their duties on the work
group. Rei mbursenent shall allow for historically underrepresented
comunities to participate wholly in the performance of their duties on
the workgroup by providing, if necessary, reinbursenents for reasonable
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expenses incurred that may include, but not be limted to, childcare,
travel, meals and | odgi ng.
8 3. It shall be the duty of the workgroup to study and issue recom

mendations related to maternal nental health and perinatal and postpar-
tum nood and anxi ety disorders. The workgroup shall:

a. identify wunderrepresented and vulnerable populations and risk
factors in the state for maternal nmental health disorders that may occur
during pregnancy and through the first postpartum year;

b. identify and recormend effective, culturally conpetent, and acces-
sible prevention screening and identification and treatnent strategies,
i ncludi ng public education and workpl ace awar eness, provider education
and training, and social support services;

c. identify successful postpartumnental health initiatives in other
states and recomend prograns, tools, strategies, and funding sources
that are needed to inplenent simlar initiatives in the state;

d. identify and recomend evidence-based practices for health care
providers and public health systens;

e. identify and reconmmend private and public fundi ng nodel s;

f. make recomrendati ons on legislation, policy initiatives, funding
requi rements and budgetary priorities to address maternal nmental health
needs in the state;

g. any other relevant issues identified by the workgroup; and

h. subnmit a final report containing all findings and recomendations
to the governor, the tenporary president of the senate, the speaker of
the assenbly, the conm ssioner of nental health, the conm ssioner of the
office of children and fam |y services, the conm ssioner of the depart-
ment of health, the mnority |eader of the senate and the mnority |ead-
er of the assenbly on or before Decenber 31, 2023.

8 4. This act shall take effect imediately and shall expire two years
after such effective date when upon such date the provisions of this act
shal | be deened repeal ed.



