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STATE OF NEW YORK

1693

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 13, 2023

Introduced by Sen. PARKER -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Corporations, Authorities
and Conmi ssi ons

AN ACT to anend the New York state urban devel opnent corporation act, in
relation to enacting the "N. Y. state digital equity plan act”

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "N.Y. state digital equity plan act".

8§ 2. Subdivision 10 of section 16-gg of section 1 of chapter 174 of
the laws of 1968 constituting the urban devel opnent corporation act, as
added by section 2 of part MW of chapter 58 of the |aws of 2022, is
anmended and a new subdivision 10-a is added to read as foll ows:

10. ConnectAll digital equity grant program The ConnectAll digital
equity grant program is hereby established to support individuals to
have the information technol ogy capacity needed for full participation
in society and the econony, including the effective inplenmentation of a
State Digital Equity Plan or any successor plan. Grants issued pursuant
to this programshall be awarded in a manner and form as determ ned by
the division consistent with all relevant federal |aws, codes, rules,
and regul ati ons associated with the federal Digital Equity Act as estab-
lished under the Infrastructure Investnent and Jobs Act. The division
shall establish such State Digital Equity Plan, in accordance with
subdivision ten-a of this section, and the procedures to solicit,
recei ve and eval uate proposals for the program consistent wth rules,
regul ati ons, or guidelines established by the comm ssioner.

10-a. (a) By January 1, 2025, the division, in consultation with the
public and the conmi ssioner, shall develop a state digital equity plan.

(b) The state digital equity plan shall include the follow ng:
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(i) the identification of barriers to digital equity faced by covered
populations in this state. Barriers include, but are not limted to, the
fol |l owi ng:

(1) the availability and affordability of access to fixed and wireless
br oadband technology at a speed. quality, and capacity that is necessary
for the individual to acconplish commbpn tasks;

(2) accessibility and inclusivity of online public resources and
services:;

(3) digital literacy:;

(4) awareness and use of neasures to secure the online privacy and
cybersecurity of an individual; and

(5) availability and affordability of consunmer devices and technica
support for those devices.

(ii) neasurable objectives for docunenting and pronoting digital equi-
ty anong covered populations located in the state;

(iii) an assessnment of how the objectives described in this subdivi-
sion will inpact and interact with the foll ow ng:

(1) economic and workforce devel opnent goals, plans, and outcones of
the state;

(2) educational outcones, including, but not limted to, digital equi-
ty barriers for individuals with learning disabilities and English | ear-
ners;

(3) health outcones;

4) civic and social engagenent; and

(5) delivery of other essential services.

(iv) a description of howthe division plans to collaborate wth key
st akehol ders, including, but not linmted to, the foll ow ng:

(1) community anchor institutions;

(2) local governnents;

(3) local educational agencies;

(4) Native Anerican tribes;

(5) non-profit organizations:

6) organi zations that represent covered popul ations;

(7) civil rights organizations;

(8) entities that carry out workforce devel opnent prograns;

(9) state and | ocal agencies that are responsible for adm nistering or
supervising adult education and literacy activities;

(10) state and local public housing authorities;

(11) internet service providers; and

12 artnershi ps between any of the entities described in clauses one
through el even of this subparagraph.

(v) a list of organizations with which the division collaborated in
devel oping and inplenenting the state digital equity plan; and

(vi) an assessnent of existing digital inclusion prograns in the state
and recommendations for non-profit organizations to serve covered popu-
lations, including opportunities to integrate with other social services
outreach progranms and opportunities for covered populations to partic-
ipate in training they can then | everage to enter careers in the infor-
mat i on t echnol ogy sector.

(c) Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, the division shal
establish a digital equity fund to inplenent the state digital equity
plan. The fund shall include all federal funding appropriated for the
devel opnent _of a state digital equity plan including but not limted to
funding from the Infrastructure Investnent and Jobs Act. Interest on
noneys deposited in the fund shall be credited to the fund.
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§ 3. Subdivision 2 of section 16-gg of section 1 of chapter 174 of the
| aws of 1968 constituting the urban devel opnment corporation act, such
section as added by section 2 of part MW of chapter 58 of the | aws of
2022, is anmended by adding two new paragraphs (i) and (j) to read as
foll ows:

(i) "consultation wth the public" neans soliciting and receiving
policy recommendation letters fromkey stakeholders as listed in subpar-
agraph (iv) of paragraph (b) of subdivision ten-a of this section,
soliciting and receiving public coment, and hosting public workshops
and neetings.

(j) "covered popul ations" neans denpbgraphics that are underserved in
regards to internet access and digital literacy, and includes, but is
not limted to, the foll ow ng:

(i) househol ds whose incone is one hundred fifty percent of the feder-
al poverty level or less for the prior calendar year

(ii) individuals sixty years of age or ol der;

(iii) veterans;

(iv) individuals with disabilities:;

(v) individuals with | anguage barriers, such as English learners and
individuals with low literacy |levels;

(vi) nenbers of a racial or ethnic nminority group; and

(vii) residents of rural areas.

8 4. This act shall take effect imediately.




