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STATE OF NEW YORK

1583

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 12, 2023

Introduced by Sen. ORTT -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Internet and Technol ogy

AN ACT to establish the internet nedia freedomtask force; and providing
for the repeal of such provisions upon expiration thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative findings. The twenty-first century has seen an
i ncreasing reliance upon social nedia as a source of news and infornma-
tion. Social nedia platforns allow third-party users to post content on
an unlimted nunber of issues, and, wunfortunately, though not solely
designed or intended for such use, nore and nore people have cone to
rely on these third-party postings as their nmain source of news. Sone
social nedia platfornms have recently taken it upon thenselves to act as
arbiters of truth, and have even gone so far as to block access to the
President of the United States. G ven the expanding use of, and reliance
on, these social nedia platfornms as a source of news, it is inperative
that use of such platforns be open and nmintained for all people to
ensure that no perspective or piece of information is barred or bl ocked
fromview by the public at |arge who has cone to rely on such platforns
for information

8§ 2. Legislative task force on internet nmedia freedom A |egislative
task force on internet nmedia freedomis hereby established to study the
practices and policies of social nedia conpanies that allow the posting
of third-party content by users, as well as other issues relating to
di ssemi nation of such content, including but not limted to, forns of
censorshi p enpl oyed by social nedia conpanies. The task force will also
exam ne the inpact social nedia has on elections, including the ability
of candidates and political parties to access and use the platform and
the use of censorship to unfairly benefit one candi date over another.

8§ 3. Composition. (a) The task force shall consist of eight nenmbers to
be appointed as follows: two menbers appointed by the speaker of the
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Assenbly, two nenbers appointed by the tenporary president of the
Senate, two menbers appointed by the mnority |eader of the Assenbly,
and two nenbers appointed by the mnority |eader of the Senate. Al
appoi ntmrents nade by legislative |leaders to the task force shall, to the
extent practicable, have backgrounds in news publishing, including
online nedi a publishing, and/or the study of |aw.

(b) Menbers of the task force shall serve w thout conpensation

(c) The nmenbers of the task force shall elect, by a majority vote, one
of its appointed nenbers to serve as a chair.

8 4. Organization. (a) The task force shall nmeet for the first time on
May 1, 2023, at which time they shall elect a nenber to serve as a chair
of the task force pursuant to subdivision (c) of section three of this
act .

(b) The first neeting of the task force shall be held in the State
Capitol, in offices mmde available to it by the Legislature. The
| ocati on of subsequent neetings shall be at the discretion of the chair
of the task force

(c) The task force shall create and maintain a website that provides
access to witten subm ssions received by it, as well as means by which
i ndi viduals can subnmit testinony and view live and archived neetings and
hearings of the task force

8 5. Hearings. The task force shall be authorized to hold public hear-
ings and neetings, and to consult wth any organization, educationa
institution, or other government entity or person, to enable it to
accomplish its duties. The task force shall hold at Ileast two public
hearings for the purpose of soliciting public comrent.

§ 6. Duties and powers. (a) To effectuate the purposes of this act,
the task force may request and shall receive fromany departnment, divi-
sion, board, bureau, comrission or other agency of the state or any
state public authority such assistance, information and data as wll
enable the task force to properly carry out its powers and duties.

(b) The task force nmay hire any necessary staff to assist in the
di scharge of its duties, and nmay utilize funds appropriated to it for
necessary expenses related to the discharge of its duties.

(c) The task force shall undertake an exami nation of existing state
and federal policies relating to publishing third-party content on the
internet, including, but not limted to:

(i) wuse of social media platforns, including, but not limted to, who
uses them for what purposes are they used, and a review of wusage in
past political canpaigns;

(ii) safeguards that exist to ensure accuracy of information posted
onl i ne;

(iii) use of censorship to restrict publication of third-party created
content online

(iv) statutory protections that currently exist to ensure access to
social nedia platforns; and

(v) liability shields that protect platformoperators.

8 7. Report. The task force shall draft a final report detailing its
findings, as well as any recommendations it has on changes to state or
federal law, and to executive agency policies, actions, and procedures
relating to the use of and access to social nedia. Such report shall be
completed and delivered to the Governor, the speaker of the Assenbly,
the tenmporary president of the Senate, the nminority | eader of the Assem
bly, the minority | eader of the Senate, and each nmenber of the New York
State Congressional Delegation on or before Decenber 31, 2024. The
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report shall also be nmade publicly avail able and posted on the websites
of the State Assenbly and Senate.

8 8. Dissolution. Upon conpletion of a final report and delivery as
directed by this act, the legislative task force shall be dissolved;
provi ded, however, that dissolution of this task force shall occur on or
before January 1, 2025.

8 9. This act shall take effect imediately and shall expire and be
deened repeal ed January 1, 2025



