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STATE OF NEW YORK

1499

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 12, 2023

Introduced by Sens. G ANARI S, HOYLMAN- SI GAL, KRUEGER, SERRANO, STAVI SKY
-- read twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be conmitted to
the Committee on El ections

AN ACT to anmend the election law, in relation to designating additional
partici pating agencies for purposes of agency assisted voter registra-
tion

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The openi ng paragraph of section 5-211 of the election |aw,
as anmended by section 7 of part PP of chapter 56 of the |laws of 2022, is
amended to read as foll ows:

Each agency designated as a participati ng agency under the provisions
of this section shall inplenment and adm ni ster a program of distribution
of voter registration forms pursuant to the provisions of this section
The followi ng offices which provide public assistance and/or provide
state funded progranms primarily engaged in providing services to persons
with disabilities are hereby designated as voter registrati on agenci es:
desi gnated as the state agencies which provide public assistance are the
office of children and fam |y services, the office of tenporary and
disability assistance and the departnent of health. Al so designated as
public assistance agencies are all agencies of |ocal governnent that
provide such assistance. Designated as state agencies that provide
prograns primarily engaged in providing services to people with disabil-
ities are the departnent of |abor, office for the aging, departnent of
veterans' services, office of nental health, office of vocational and
educational services for individuals with disabilities, commission on
quality of care for the nentally disabled, office for people with devel -
opnmental disabilities, commission for the blind, office of addiction
servi ces and supports, the office of the advocate for the disabled and
all offices which admnister prograns established or funded by such
agenci es. Additional participating agencies designated as voter regis-
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tration offices are the departnment of state and the district offices of
the workers' conpensation board. Such agencies shall be required to
offer voter registration forms to persons upon initial application for
services, renewal or recertification for services and upon change of
address relating to such services. Such agencies shall al so be responsi-
ble for providing assistance to applicants in conpleting voter registra-
tion forns, receiving and transmtting the conpleted application form
fromall applicants who wish to have such formtransnitted to the appro-
priate board of elections. The state board of elections shall, together
with representatives of the United States departnent of defense, devel op
and i npl ement procedures for including recruitment offices of the arned
forces of the United States as voter registration offices when such
offices are so designated by federal |law. The state board of elections
shall al so make request of the United States Citizenship and | nmgration
Services to include applications for registration by mail with any mate-
rials which are given to new citizens. Also designated as participating
agencies are all public libraries, which shall be required to offer
voter registration fornms to persons eighteen years of age or older upon
initial application for a library card. Al so designated as participating
agencies are all local housing authorities, which shall be required to
offer voter registration forns to persons upon initial application for
services or recertification for services. A so designated as participat-
ing agencies are all public high schools, which shall be required to
offer voter registration forns to all seniors upon their graduation

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw, provided, however, that if part PP of chap-
ter 56 of the laws of 2022 shall not have taken effect on or before such
date then section one of this act shall take effect on the sanme date and
in the sane manner as such chapter of the |aws of 2022 takes effect.
Effective i mmediately, the addition, amendnent and/or repeal of any rule
or regul ation necessary for the inmplenmentation of this act on its effec-
tive date are authorized to be nade and conpleted on or before such
effective date.




