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STATE OF NEW YORK

1051

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 9, 2023

Introduced by Sens. COONEY, ADDABBO, LIU  THOWAS -- read twi ce and
ordered printed, and when printed to be coormitted to the Committee on
I nvestigati ons and Governnment Operations

AN ACT to amend the executive law, in relation to establishing the New
York Asian Anerican and Pacific |slander conm ssion

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The executive law is anended by adding a new section 295-a
to read as foll ows:

8 295-a. New York Asian Anerican and Pacific Islander commission. 1.
(a) There is hereby established within the division the New York Asian
Anerican and Pacific |Islander conmmi ssion. The conmmission shall consi st
of thirteen nenbers representative of Asian Anerican and Pacific |slan-
der communities which nmay include, but not be linted to: the Bangl ade-
shi, Bhutanese, Canbodi an. Chinese, Filipino, Hwmng, Indian, |ndonesian
Japanese, Korean, Llaotian, Ml aysian, ©Mngolian, Nepal ese, Paki stani
Si ngaporean, Sri lLankan, Taiwanese, Thai, and Vietnanese conmunities.
Such nenbers shall have experience advocating on behalf of their comu-
nity, and shall be appointed as foll ows:

(1) seven nenbers shall be appointed by the governor;

(2) three nmenbers shall be appointed by the tenporary president of the
senate; and

(3) three nenbers shall be appointed by the speaker of the assenbly.
The conmi ssioner shall serve as chair of the conm ssion

(b) Each nenber of the conmmission shall serve a termof three years
except that in nmeking the first appointnents to the conm ssion, four
menbers shall be appointed to serve for one year, four for two years,
and five for three years. The first appointnents nade by the tenporary
president of the senate and speaker of the assenbly shall be allocated
equal ly between the three terns of service. The first appointnents nade
by the governor shall be as follows: tw nenbers shall be appointed to
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serve for one vyear, two nenbers shall be appointed to serve for two
years, and three nmenbers shall be appointed to serve for three years.
The nenbers shall be eligible for reappointnent and shall serve until
their successors are appointed and qualified., and the termof the
successor of any incunbent shall be calculated from the expiration of
the termof that incunmbent. A vacancy occurring other than by expiration
of termshall be filled in the sane manner as the original appointnent.
but for the unexpired termonly.

(c) Amjority of the nenbers of the commssion shall constitute a
quorum for the purpose of conducting the business thereof and a majority
vote of all the nenbers in office shall be necessary for action

2. The conm ssion shall

(a) develop policies to inprove the comunity, econom ¢ and soci al
wel |l -being., and the health and educational needs inportant to Asian
Anerican and Pacific |Islander comunities in the state;

b) devel op and coordinate statew de prograns, recogni zing the contin-
uing contributions of Asian Anerican and Pacific Islander individuals in
the state;

(c) create and inplenent public education canpaigns regarding Asian
Arerican and Pacific |sl|lander issues and culture;

(d) increase the awareness anpbng Asian Anerican and Pacific |sl|lander
individuals of state and |ocal resources that may benefit Asian Anerican
and Pacific Islander individuals and conmmunities as a whole; and

(e) undertake any other activities the comm ssion deens necessary and
applicable to support Asian Anerican and Pacific Islander communities in
the state.

3. The nmenbers of the conmmi ssion shall serve w thout conpensation, but
they shall be entitled to reinbursenent for all necessary expenses
incurred in the performance of their duties. The division nmay provide
the comm ssion with such staff, equipnent, and facilities as it may
need.

4. The commission shall subnit an annual report on its activities to

the governor and the |egislature.
8§ 2. This act shall take effect inmmediately.




