Assenbl y Resol ution No. 631
BY: M of A Fahy

CONGRATULATI NG Davi d Wl | ner upon the occasion of
his retirement after nore than 40 years of dedicated
service to New York State

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recogni ze those
i ndi vi dual s who have dedicated their lives to public service, striving
diligently to enhance the quality of life in their conmunities and to
bri ng about positive change for the public good; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
congratul ate David Wl | ner upon the occasion of his retirenent after
over 40 years of dedicated service to the State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, David Wllner has served the people of the State of New
York with distinction during his 42 Legislative Sessions, he started his
career in public service as a Senate Fellow, before joining the staff of
Senat or Donovan, David would continue on as a Program Analyst for the
New York State Senate Majority where he covered and was the | ead on nmany
critical policy issues; and

VWHEREAS, In further State service, David Wl | ner would go to work as
a key nenber in the admnistration of Governor George Pataki, where he
woul d work tirelessly in numerous fields including in the area of
heal t hcare, where he was deeply involved in many key policy decisions of
the tinme, including the Health Care Reform Act; and

WHEREAS, In 2005, David would becone Director at the New York State
Department of Health, where he oversaw the Ofice of Health Systens
Managenent, the Ofice of Professional M sconduct, and the Ofice of
Conti nuing Care; and

VWHEREAS, Since 2007, David has held the position of Legislative
Coordi nator at the New York State O fice of Mental Health; where he has
wor ked to advance the Ofice of Mental Health's efforts to protect and
st rengt hen t he public nental health system provide exceptional
| egi sl ati ve and budgetary advice to help advance the Ofice's mssion to
facilitate hope, recovery, and resilience; and

WHEREAS, Wth the use of his flip-phone, few, if any Al bany insiders
coul d boast the Rol odex of contacts and the encyclopedic know edge of
i ssues David was involved in; and

VWHEREAS, David Wl | ner has denonstrated an unyielding commtnent to
the betternent of the people of New York, and his exceptional work has
been recognized wth nunerous awards and accol ades including being
recogni zed in 2022 as the CEO Award Recipient by the Mntal Health
Associ ation in New York State; and

WHEREAS, A proud graduate of Syracuse University's class of 1981



with a BAin Political Science, David would continue on to becone a
proud alumus from the State University of Al bany-Rockefeller College

with a Master of Public Adm nistration, Legislative Admnistration in
1983; and

WHEREAS, David Wllner's |eadership and expertise will be deeply
m ssed by his colleagues at the New York State Ofice of Mental Health
and t hroughout the nmental health community in New York State; and

WHEREAS, It is incunbent upon all citizens to recognize and appl aud
the efforts of individuals such as David Wl | ner who work tirelessly on
behal f of advocating for New Yorkers diagnosed with a nental ill ness;

now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
congratulate David Wllner upon the occasion of his retirement after
nore than 40 years of dedicated service to the people of the State of
New York, and to wi sh himcontinued success in all his future endeavors;
and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to David Wl ner.



