Assenbl y Resol ution No. 521
BY: M of A Levenberg

CONGRATULATI NG Frances F. Dunwel |  upon the
occasion of her retirenent after 30 years of
dedi cated service to the New York State Departnent
of Environnmental Conservation

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recogni ze those
i ndi vi dual s who have dedicated their lives to public service, striving
diligently to enhance the quality of life in their conmunities and to
bri ng about positive change in the environnent; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
congratul ate Frances F. Dunwell upon the occasion of her retirenent
after 30 years of dedicated service to the New York State Departnent of
Envi ronnent al Conservation; and

WHEREAS, Frances F. Dunwell has served the people of the State of
New York wth distinction during her 30-year tenure as Hudson River
Estuary Coordinator at the New York State Departnent of Environnenta
Conservation (DEC), overseeing the inplenentation of the Hudson River
Estuary Action Agenda, an anbitious programto conserve the fish and
wildlife, I|andscape, and water resources of the Hudson Ri ver Watershed
fromTroy to the New York harbor; and

VWHEREAS, Frances F. Dunwel|l has played a key role in strengthening
DEC s nmanagenent of tidal habitats and coastal fisheries, protecting
shoreline properties, establishing and fostering a groundbreaking new
DEC program to identify and conserve at-risk plants, aninmals, and
habitats, and devel oping anbitious I|ong-range goals for the Hudson
Ri ver; and

VWHEREAS, Throughout her tenure, Frances F. Dunwel| has denonstrated
an unyielding conmtnment to protecting and preserving the natural beauty
and resources of the Hudson River and its surrounding areas, and her
exceptional work has been recognized with numerous awards and accol ades;
and

WHEREAS, Frances F. Dunwell's |I|eadership and expertise will be
deeply m ssed by her colleagues at the New York State Departnent of
Envi ronnental Conservation and throughout the environnental comrunity in
New York State; and

VWHEREAS, Frances F. Dunwel| dedicated her career to the conservation
of the Hudson River Witershed from Troy to the New York Harbor,
i npl ementing the Hudson River Estuary Action Agenda to conserve the fish
and wildlife, |andscape, and water resources of the region, which won
the EPA's highest award in 2012; and

VWHEREAS, Frances F. Dunwel | ' s experience in environnental
conservation began with her work in the Dutchess County Environnental



Managenent Council in 1975, before becom ng the Executive Director of
the Center for the Hudson River Valley; over the course of her career,
she strengthened DEC s nanagenent of tidal habitats and coastal

fisheries, supported the developnent of the Hudson River National
Estuarine Research Reserve, and helped map and conserve sites on the
river side of the railroad tracks that have becone new public access
areas; and

WHEREAS Frances F. Dunwell created the Hudson Ri ver |nprovenent Fund,
a grant program of the Hudson River Foundation which supports river
projects, and devel oped anmbitious | ong-range goals for the Hudson River
and supervised the inplenentation of priority actions to nake progress
towards these goals; and

WHEREAS, Frances F. Dunwell adm nistered the Hudson River Estuary
Programfrom its inception to its current status as a nodel of
ecosystem based managenent with an annual budget of $7.5 mllion,
including a grant program carried out by an interdisciplinary team of

pr of essi onal s, and gui ded by an active advisory commttee of
st akehol ders; she al so represented DEC on Hudson Valley G eenway, the
Hudson Ri ver Val | ey Nat i onal Heritage Area, and t he

Hudson- Ful t on- Chanpl ai n Quadri cent enni al Conmi ssi on; and

VWHEREAS, Prior to working for DEC, Frances F. Dunwell was a Richard
King Mellon Fellow at Yale University, where she did research for her
awar d-wi nni ng book, The Hudson Ri ver Hi ghl ands, published in 1991; she
conpleted a Master's degree and served as Associate Director of Scenic
Hudson, where she supervised a project to list historic sites in the
Hudson Hi ghlands on the National Register of H storic Places, and
established statew de bi-partisan coalitions to support passage of NYS
Waterfront Revitalization Law and Conservation Easenent Law, and

WHEREAS, It is incunbent upon all citizens to recognize and appl aud
the efforts of individuals such as Frances F. Dunwell who work
tirelessly on behalf of protecting our natural surroundings for the
benefit of present and future generations of New Yorkers; now,

therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
congratul ate Frances F. Dunwell upon the occasion of her retirenent
after nore than 30 years of dedicated service to the conservation and
restoration of the Hudson River Estuary, and to wsh her continued
success in all her future endeavors; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Frances F. Dunwel | .



