Assenbl y Resol ution No. 455
BY: M of A Sinon

MOURNI NG the death of Judith Heumann, tirel ess
| eader and advocate for the Disability Ri ght s
Movenent

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
citizens of the State of New York whose |ifework and civic endeavor
served to enhance the quality of life in their conmunities and the great
State of New York; and

WHEREAS, Judith Heumann of Brooklyn, New York, died on March 4,
2023, at the age of 76; and

WHEREAS, Raised in New York Gity, specifically Brooklyn, Judith
Heumann attended P.S. 219 in a segregated program for students wth
disabilities beginning in fourth grade, after years of honebound
I nstruction; and

WHEREAS, After failing the nedical examnation for her teaching
license on the grounds that her nobility inpairnment and wheel chair use,
due to the effects of polio, would prevent her from safely escorting
students out of the building in an energency, Judith Heumann
successfully sued the New York City Board of Education in a |andmark
case to obtain her teaching license; and

WHEREAS, Judith Heumann was a tireless advocate for the rights of
people with disabilities and an internationally-recognized | eader in the
Disability R ghts Mvenent; and

VWHEREAS, Recogni zed as the founder of Disabled in Action, now known
as Disabled in Action of Mtropolitan New York, as well as the
co-founder of both the National Council on Independent Living and the
Wrld Institute on Disability, Judith Heumann is conmmonly viewed as the
"nmother"” of the Disability R ghts and | ndependent Living Mvenents; and

VWHEREAS, Judith Heumann was featured in t he Gscar - nom nat ed
docunentary "Crip Canp," which also docunented her lead role in
obt ai ni ng adoption of federal rules designed to protect the rights of
di sabl ed people, and was the author of the menoir Being Heunann and its
young adult version Rolling Warrior; and

WHEREAS, New York State honors the nenory of Judith Heumann and
celebrates her |legacy of activismfor people with disabilities in the
United States and around the world; and

VWHEREAS, Judith Heumann's comm tnent to excellence, and her spirit
of humanity, <carried over into a lifelong dedication to civil rights
advocacy; and

VWHEREAS, Wth her throughout has been her husband, Jorge Pineda, who
feels privileged to have been a part of her life and rejoices in her



many achi evenents; and

WHEREAS, Arnmed wth a humanistic spirit and i nbued wth a sense of
conpassi on, Judith Heumann | eaves behind a | egacy which will |ong endure
t he passage of tine and will remain as a conforting nenory to all she
served and befriended; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmourn the death of Judith Heumann, tirel ess | eader and advocate for the
Disability Rights Mwvenent; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the fam |y of Judith Heumann.



