Assenbly Resol uti on No. 2310
BY: M of A Levenberg

CELEBRATING the life of Sharon Julie Fel dman Rowe,
devoted w fe and nother, entrepreneur, author, and
pi oneer of the reusabl e bag novenent

WHEREAS, There are certain outstanding nenbers of our community who,
through their selfless comm tnment and dedi cation, have served to better
the quality of life in our conmunity and have had a neasurabl e positive
impact on the lives of its residents; Sharon Rowe was one such
i ndi vi dual ; and

WHEREAS, It is wth profound sorrow and deep regret that this
Legislative Body records the passing of Sharon Rowe, noting the
significance of her purposeful life and acconplishnents; and

WHEREAS, Sharon Rowe of Croton-on-Hudson, New York, died on Mnday,
March 25, 2024 at the age of 67; and

WHEREAS, A trained actor, Sharon Rowe's professional career included
productions in New York City, Connecticut, and Mine regional theaters;
and

WHEREAS, In 1989, Sharon Rowe founded Eco-Bags Products, Inc.,
i ntroducing the cotton nesh string bag to the United States wth the
goal of "Cleaning up the planet one bag at a tine"; |aunching the
original reusable bag conpany was a trailblazing nove that incited a
novenent; and

WHEREAS, As CEO of this exceptional business for 35 years, Sharon
Rowe ran her conpany w thout sacrificing personal or professional goals;
she sold worl dwi de and was recognized as "Best for The W rld" by
Bcor poration for social and environnental commtnents and standards; and

VWHEREAS, Sharon Rowe published The Magic of Tiny Business, a book
inspired by her Ilifestyle, in 2018, telling the story behind her
game- changi ng conpany, sharing personal anecdotes which show readers how
to build a focused business that turns a profit w thout ever conceding
personal or social values for the sake of the bottomline; and

WHEREAS, Recognized as a thought |eader in social innovation,
sust ai nabl e and responsi bl e producti on, Sharon Rowe al so spoke regularly
on building profitable, m ssion and val ue aligned busi nesses, believing
t hat busi ness can be a force for good, a currency for ideas that shape
culture; and

WHEREAS, Sharon Rowe's speaki ng engagenents were varied, taking her
wide and far, fromyYale University to Sing-Sing Prison, the Nairob
Center for Innovation in Kenya, to the Social Venture Institute
Conference in the Hudson Vall ey; and

WHEREAS, Furthernore, her vision and her conpany have been featured



in Time, danour, The Wall Street Journal, and Entrepreneur nmagazi ne, as
well as on "NPR - Air Anerica," and the award-w nni ng docunentary,

"Baglt"; Eco-Bags were also featured on Qorah's first dedicated Earth
Day Show; and

VWHEREAS, Sharon Rowe was the proud recipient of nunmerous awards and
accol ades, including the National 2012 Enterprising Wnan, CBS Radio
Wnen's Achievenent, Wstchester Business Council Entrepreneur of the
Year, 9141 nc Westchester Magazine's Mst Acconplished Whnen, the Wnen's
Enterpri se Devel opnent Center's Lilian Vernon Award and The Westchester
Col | aborative Theatre's Mst Val uabl e Player; and

VWHEREAS, Wth a steadfast and unwavering commitnment to her
comunity, Sharon Rowe was an active nenber of the Social Venture
Network and the Whnen Presidents' O ganization; she also served on the
Hudson River Sloop C earwater Board and the Wstchester Collaborative
Theatre Board; and

WHEREAS, An avid environnmentalist, Sharon Rowe found solace in
nature through Iong swinms, walks in the woods with friends, and sunmer
days at the beach; and

WHEREAS, Sharon Rowe |loved her famly conpletely, was incredibly
devoted to her friends, and enbraced every day to the fullest; her
wel com ng presence had the effect of making everyone around her feel as
I f they were her best friend, which was actually true; from book clubs
to non-profits, she was bel oved in whatever circles she travel ed; and

WHEREAS, Sharon Rowe is survived by her nother, Joan Fel dman; her
husband, Bl ake; children, Julian and Eva; sisters, Ellen (Ceorge) and
Heidi (Curtis); and bel oved nieces, Carolyn and Allison; and

WHEREAS, Sharon Rowe's infinite selflessness and benevol ence w ||
shine on through her famly's vivid and happy nenories; her insight and
strength wll forever serve as a beacon of |ove, light and hope to the
countless |ives she touched; and

WHEREAS, Arnmed with a humanistic spirit and inbued with a sense of
conmpassi on, Sharon Rowe |eaves behind a | egacy which will |ong endure
t he passage of tine and will remain as a conforting nenory to all who
were privileged to have known and | oved such an amazi ng wonman; she wl|
be deeply missed and truly nerits the grateful tribute of this
Legi sl ati ve Body; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
celebrate the |ife of Sharon Julie Feldman Rowe, and to express its
deepest condol ences to her famly; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to the fam|ly of Sharon Rowe.



