Senate Resolution No. 688
BY: Senat or KENNEDY

MOURNING the death of Shirley J. Hamlton,
President of the N agara Falls Branch of the NAACP,
and longtine warrior for justice

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
citizens of the State of New York whose |ifework and civic endeavor
served to enhance the quality of life in their conmunities and the great
State of New York; and

WHEREAS, Shirley J. Hamilton of Niagara Falls, New York died on
Sunday, March 26, 2023, at the age of 66; and

VWHEREAS, Shirley J. Hamilton distinguished herself in her profession
and by her sincere dedication and substantial contribution to the
wel fare of her comunity; and

WHEREAS, Born to the late Janmes and Mary Hamlton, and raised in
Ni agara Falls, New York, Shirley J. Hamlton graduated from N agara
Falls H gh School, attended the SUNY at Buffalo for El ectri cal
Engi neering, Cornell University School of Labor Studies, and was a
Li censed Practical Nurse; and

VWHEREAS, Shirley J. Hamlton was a graduate of Elim Christian
Fel l owship through Northeastern Sem nary, Sound of the GCenuine, a
graduate of Buffalo State College with a Bachel or of Science Degree in
Soci al Justice, and a graduate of Northeastern Sem nary with a Master of
Sci ence Degree in Theol ogy and Soci al Justice; and

WHEREAS, She was enployed at the New York State Power Authority
(NYPA) Ni agara Project, since 1979, and quickly rose through the ranks
from a Seasonal G oundskeeper to be pronoted as the first wonan to work
on the Ice Boom the first woman Warehouse person at the N agara Project
and was once the only worman Seni or Operator enployed at NYPA throughout
the entire State of New York; and

WHEREAS, Having the nost seniority of any enployee at the Ni agara
Project; she worked in every union classification in operations and had
over 40 years of operational experience at the facility; and

WHEREAS, A born again Christian, she was a devout nenber of Elim
Christian Fell owship, wunder the |eadership of Bishop Troy Anthony
Bronner; and

WHEREAS, She was the President of the Niagara Falls Branch of the
NAACP, whi ch hosted the 81st NYS NAACP Annual Conference Convention in
2017 inthe Cty of Nagara Falls, for the first tine in the history of
t he NAACP NYS Annual Conference; and

WHEREAS, An active nenber of the Niagara Falls comunity, Shirley J.
Ham I ton served as the Secretary to the N agara County Wrkforce



| nvest nent Act , Yout h Counci |, t he NYS Environnental Justice
I nt er-agency Task Force, the Environnmental Justice Commttee for the NYS
Depart ment of Environnental Conservation; and

VWHEREAS, Additionally, Shirley J. Hamlton was the first woman and
African Anerican to Chair the N agara County Industrial Devel opnent
Agency; she also served on the Board of the Econom c Devel opnment G oup,
was appointed by United States Senator Charles Schunmer to the N agara
Ri ver Toxins Conmttee and the Lake Ontari o Lakew de Managenent Pl anni ng
Conmittee, and served on the board of the Buffal o/ N agara Mentorship
Program and

WHEREAS, Shirley J. Hamlton, in true selflessness and care for her
comunity, was the forner President of the Board of Directors of the
Ni agara Community Center Association, fornmer Vice President of the
Ni agara/ Orl eans Labor Council, served on the Executive Board of the
AFL-Cl O Western New York Area Labor Federation, former Benefits Liaison
for the IBEW Local 2104 at the NYPA N agara Project, served on the
Western New York Conpensation Commttee, nenber of the board of
directors for the Wstern New York Council of Occupational Safety and
Health (WNYCOSH), and was a nmenber of the Niagara Falls Misic Wrkshop
Choir; and

VWHEREAS, Expounding on the active involvenment of Shirley J.
Ham | ton, she was additionally a nenber of N agara County Comr ssion on
the Status of Wnen, served on the Coormittee to Build Strong Futures,
Jobs 2000, was a nenber of the Nagara County Mnority Advisory
Conmittee, was the Assistant Coach for the Grls Basketball teamat CQur
Lady of M. Carnel School, was a nenber of the Niagara Falls Westling
Club, and was a fornmer teacher of children's church at Trinity Bapti st
Chur ch; and

WHEREAS, The reci pient of nunerous awards and accol ades, Shirley J.
Ham [ton received the Community Cares Service Award for Economc
Devel opnent for Ni agara County by former Weatfield Town Supervisor,
Timothy E. Demler, the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Cvil Rights
Achi evenent Award, the AFL - CIO Earl A Franpton Comunity Service
Awar d, t he National Coalition for Comunity And Justice (NCCJ)
Si ster/Brotherhood Award, the Every Wnan Qpportunity Awar d of
Excellence, the Trinity Baptist Church Conmunity Service Award, the
Wman's Award of Excellence for Labor fromformer NYS Senator Antoine
Thonmpson, the NAACP President's - Political Action Advocacy Award, the
God's Wrman "I Shall Wear a Crown" Award, and the Lion of Judah Award
from Domi nion Life Christian Center; and

WHEREAS, Shirley J. Hamilton's conmitnent to excellence, and her
spirit of humanity, <carried over into all fields of enterprise,
I ncluding charitable and civic endeavors, as a powerful voice and
advocate for Cvil R ghts, Labor R ghts, Environnental Justice, Social
Justice, Justice for wvictinse of police brutality, and was a strong
advocate for quality education for children; and

VWHEREAS, A devoted nother, sister, friend, confi dant e, and
col | eague, Shirley J. Hamlton will be m ssed by all of those who | oved



her and were so fortunate enough to glean fromher words of w sdom and
work by her side in the continuing fight for racial justice and
equal ity, perhaps nost notably, by her two beloved children, Janmes and
St ai sha; and

WHEREAS, It is the honor of this Legislative Body to celebrate the
extraordinary life of this remarkabl e woman who devoted her life to the

struggle for racial justice and equality for all; and

WHEREAS, Arnmed wth a humanistic spirit and i nbued with a sense of
conpassion, Shirley J. Hamilton | eaves behind a | egacy which wll |ong
endure the passage of tinme and will remain as a conforting nenory to al

she served and befriended; now therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nourn the death of Shirley J. Hamlton, President of the N agara Falls
Branch of the NAACP, and longtine warrior for justice; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to the famly of Shirley J. Ham |ton.



