Senate Resolution No. 484
BY: Senat or SANDERS

SUPPORTI NG admitting Washington, D.C. into the
Union as a state of the United States of Anerica

VWHEREAS, The people living on the land that would eventually be
designated as the District of Colunbia were provided the right to vote
for representation in Congress when the United States Constitution was
ratified in 1788; and

WHEREAS, The passage of the Organic Act of 1801 placed the District
of Col unbi a under the exclusive authority of the United States Congress
and abolished residents' right to vote for nenbers of Congress and the
President and Vice President of the United States; and

VWHEREAS, Residents of the District of Colunbia were granted the
right to vote for the President and Vice President through passage of
the 23rd Anmendnment to the United States Constitution in 1961; and

WHEREAS, As of 2021, the U S. Census Bureau data estinmates that the
District of Colunbia' s popul ation at approximately 689,545 residents is
conparabl e to the popul ati ons of Wom ng (576,851), Vernont (643,077),
Al aska (733,391), and North Dakota (779, 094); and

VWHEREAS, Residents of +the D strict of Colunbia share all the
responsibilities of United States citizenship, including paying nore
federal taxes than residents of 22 states, service on federal juries,
and defending the United States as nmenbers of the United States arned
forces in every war since the War for Independence, yet they are denied
full representation in Congress; and

VWHEREAS, The residents of the District of Colunbia thenselves have
endor sed st at ehood for the District of Colunbia and passed a
District-wi de referendum on Novenber 8, 2016, which favored statehood by
86% and

VWHEREAS, No other denocratic nation deni es t he right of
sel f-governnent, including participation in its national legislature, to
the residents of its capital; and

WHEREAS, The residents of the District of Colunbia |ack ful
denocracy, equality, and citizenship enjoyed by the residents of the 50
states; and

WHEREAS, The United States Congress repeatedly has interfered with
the District of Colunbia's limted self-governnent by enacting | aws that
affect the District of Colunbia's expenditure of its locally raised tax

revenue, including barring the wusage of locally raised revenue, thus
violating the fundanental principle that states and |ocal governnents
are best suited to enact legislation that represents the will of their

citizens; and



VWHEREAS, Al though the District of Colunbia has passed consecutive
bal anced budgets since FY1997, it still faces the possibility of being

shut down yearly because of Congressional deliberations over the federal
budget; and

WHEREAS, District of Colunbia Delegate El eanor Hol mes Norton and
Del aware U.S. Senator Tom Carper introduced in the 118th Congress H R
51 and S. 51, the Washington, D.C. Adm ssion Act, that provides that
the State of Washington, D.C. would have all the rights of <citizenship
as taxpaying American citizens, including two Senators and at | east one
House nenber; and

VWHEREAS, The United Nations Hunman Rights Conmittee has called on the
United States Congress to address the District of Colunbia's |ack of
political equality, and the O gani zation of Anmerican States has decl ared
t he di senfranchi sement of the District of Colunbia residents a violation
of its charter agreenent, to which the United States is a signatory;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the State of New York supports admtting Washington
D. C into the Union as a state of the United States of Anmerica; and be
it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be sent to the President of
the United States of Anerica, the Vice President of the United States of
Anerica, the Speaker of the United States Congress, the President Pro
Tenpore of the United States Senate, and the nenbers of the New York
Congressi onal Del egati on.



