Senat e Resol ution No. 2655
BY: Senat or STAVI SKY

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
Novenber 2024, as Hospice and Palliative Care
Awar eness Month in the State of New York

WHEREAS, New York State places the highest priority on the health
and wel |l -being of all its citizens; and

VWHEREAS, Honoring patient preferences is a critical elenment in
providing quality end-of-life care; and

WHEREAS, It 1is the sense of this Legislative Body to nenorialize
Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim Novenber 2024, as Hospice and
Palliative Care Awareness Month in the State of New York, in conjunction
with the observance of National Hospice and Palliative Care Awareness
Mont h; and

VWHEREAS, For nore than 40 vyears, hospice has given confort and
provided dignity to mllions of people, allowng themto spend their
final days and nonths at honme, surrounded by the people inportant to
t hem and

VWHEREAS, The hospice nodel is built on an interdisciplinary, team
approach to treatnment and support, including expert nedical care,
quality synptom control, and conprehensive pain nanagenent as a
foundati on of care; and

VWHEREAS, Beyond providing clinical treatnent, hospice attends to the
patient's enotional, spiritual and social needs, caregiver training, and
ber eavenent support; and

WHEREAS, As hospi ce organi zati ons are sonme of the best providers of
comunity-based palliative care helping to inprove the quality of
end-of-life |ife through pain and synptomcontrol and other services;
and

WHEREAS, In an increasingly fragnmented and broken health care
system hospice is one of the few sectors that denonstrates how health
care can and should work at its best for the people it serves; and

VWHEREAS, 1.72 mllion Medicare beneficiaries and their famlies
t hroughout the United States living with life-limting illness, received
care through hospice progranms in the year 2020 al one; and

WHEREAS, As changes in patient diagnoses call for innovation in how
hospi ces provide care to those in need; and

VWHEREAS, Hospice and palliative care organizations are advocates and
educat ors about advance care planning that help individuals and famlies
make deci si ons about the care they want; and



VWHEREAS, Although the <criteria to be enrolled in hospice and
palliative care differs, both services nanage synptons to help keep

| oved one confortable, and services can be provided at any tinme during a
serious illness; and

WHEREAS, Sharing a holistic and integrative approach to care by
treating the whole person - physically, enotionally, spiritually, and
socially, both hospice and palliative care focus on relieving synptons,
pain and stress, for the patient, their caregivers and their famly;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorial i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclai m Novenber 2024, as Hospice
and Palliative Care Awareness Month in the State of New York; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kat hy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



