Senate Resolution No. 251
BY: Senat or PERSAUD

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
April 11-17, 2023, as Black Maternal Health Wek in
the State of New York

WHEREAS, It 1is the custom of this Legislative Body to recognize
official weeks that are set aside to increase awareness of serious
health i ssues that affect the |lives of citizens of New York State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
menorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimApril 11-17, 2023, as
Bl ack Maternal Health Day in the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, The inaugural National Black Maternal Health Wek (BVHW
canpai gn, founded and |led by the Bl ack Mamas Matter Alliance, is a week
of awareness, activism and comrunity buil ding; and

WHEREAS, Intended to increase attention in the State of Black
maternal health in the U S., the root causes of poor maternal health
out cones, and communi ty-driven policy, program and care solutions; and

WHEREAS, |In addition, it serves as a national platform for Black
wonen-led entities and efforts on maternal health, birth justice, and
reproductive justice, including African immgrant and Afro Latin groups;
and to enhance community organizing on Black mnmaternal health via
comunity conversations, events, and outreach; and

WHEREAS, The United States spends nore on health care than any ot her
country, it has anong the worst disparities in nmaternal health outcones,
and is on the opposite track for inproving maternal health with its
nortality rates increasing between 1990 and 2013; and

WHEREAS, Maternal Health chall enges are clearly | i nked to
disparities in wonen's access to high quality health care, social
determ nants of health such as poverty and racism and other needed
resources before, during, and after pregnancy that have a cunul ative
i npact on wonen's bodies; and

VWHEREAS, These disparities and chall enges particularly affect Bl ack
wonen who are up to four tinmes nore likely to die from pregnancy-rel ated
causes, and nore than twice as |likely to experience severe naternal
norbidity conpared to white wonen; and

VWHEREAS, Bl ack wonen experienced 40.4 deaths per 100,000 Ilive
births, conpared to 12.1 deaths per 100,000 |lives for white wonen; and

WHEREAS, These deaths have devastating effects on Black wonen's
children and famlies, and the vast nmmjority is entirely preventable
through assertive efforts to ensure Black wonen can access information,
services, and supports to make their own health care deci si on



particularly around pregnancy and chil dbearing; and

WHEREAS, It is inperative that there be greater equitable access to
prevention, early identification, and effective treatnment services that
are delivered in appropriate care setting to inprove Black wonen's
chronic health conditions and maternal health; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorial i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim April 11-17, 2023, as
Bl ack Maternal Health Week in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



