Senat e Resol ution No. 2255
BY: Senat or KRUEGER

MOURNI NG t he deat h of Kat hy Gol dman, distingui shed
citizen, <civic |leader, and devoted nenber of her
comunity

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
citizens of the State of New York whose I|ifewrk and civic endeavor
served to enhance the quality of life in their communities and this
great Enpire State; and

VWHEREAS, Kat hy Gol dnman of Brooklyn, New York, died on Tuesday, March
5, 2024, at the age of 92; and

VWHEREAS, Kat hy Gol dnman di sti ngui shed herself in her profession and
by her sincere dedication and substantial contribution to the welfare of
her conmunity; and

VWHEREAS, Catherine Vera Friednman was born on January 15, 1932, to
parents Il a (Goldman) and Samuel Friedman, and would |ater change her
name to Kathryn; and

VWHEREAS, Kathy CGol dman was anong the first group of girls to attend
t he Bronx Senior H gh School of Science, and |ater went on to be the
first in her famly to go to college; she studied filmat New York
University, then briefly attended City College and Hunter College; in
1986, she earned a Master of Urban Studi es degree from Queens Col | ege of
the Gty University of New York; and

WHEREAS, In 1949, Kathy Goldnman traveled to Budapest, where she
wor ked pridefully as a translator at the World Youth Festival; and

VWHEREAS, Finding passion in a nyriad of social causes, Kathy Gol dman
was active in the Urban League's canpai gn against racial discrimnation
in housing, and joined a group of parents who actively supported school
desegregati on; and

VWHEREAS, |In 1966, Kathy Gol dnan, al ongsi de another activist, Ellen
Lurie, took the initiative to conpare reading test scores of every
school in the city and publicized them as evidence that Black students
were receiving an inferior education; and

WHEREAS, She and Evelina Antonetty organi zed to i nprove South Bronx
public schools, developing a bilingual training initiative for adults
through United Bronx Parents, and, in 1971, introduced a federally
financed free summer neals program she also assisted in drafting
regul ati ons when the program was expanded nationally in 1979; and

VWHEREAS, Kat hy Gol dman founded the Community Food Resource Center, a
non-profit food advocacy group, as a buffer against stricter eligibility
requirenents for welfare, assisting countless citizens since the
organi zation's founding; this endeavor kickstarted a 50-year journey of



her conbatting food insecurity throughout New York City and the Nation
at large, and she was the executive director of the <center wuntil her
retirement in 2003; and

VWHEREAS, Shortly followng her founding of the Comunity Food
Resource Center, Kathy CGol dman hel ped organi ze what is now known as the
Food Bank for New York City, which helps to serve nunmerous soup kitchens
and food pantries around the city; and

VWHEREAS, In 1984, Kathy Coldman started the Conmunity Kitchen of
West Harlem an innovative programthat not only offered food but also
hel ped the hungry with other needs, including housing and health care;
and

WHEREAS, In the early 1990s, Kathy Goldman successfully persuaded
the city to open school cafeterias in the evening in Chinatow and
Harlemto provide dinners to older adults; and

WHEREAS, For her five decades of unrelenting comi t ment to
counteracting food insecurity, Kathy Goldman is regarded by many as the
single nost inportant voice in fighting hunger in New York, and has
recei ved numerous awards and accol ades as a result; she was honored as a
"Chanpi on of Change" by President Cbhama at the Wite House, was the 1989
wi nner of Pillsbury's Best Against Hunger prize, and received the Tisch
Food Center Lifetine Achievenent Award from Teachers Col |l ege in 2023 for
her lifetime of dedicaed service to helping children eat school neals
and the ripple effects of her efforts on school neals across the nation;
and

WHEREAS, Kathy Gol dnman's commitnent to excellence, and her spirit of
humani ty, carried over into all fields of enterprise, including
charitabl e and civic endeavors; and

VWHEREAS, Kathy Gol dman is survived by her children, Julie, Joseph
and Robert Col dman; five grandsons; and two great-grandsons; and

WHEREAS, Arned wth a humanistic spirit and i nmbued wth a sense of
conpassi on, Kathy Gol dman | eaves behind a | egacy which will long endure
the passage of tinme and will remain as a conforting menory to all she
served and befriended; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmourn the death of Kathy Gol dman, distinguished citizen, civic |eader,
and devoted nenber of her comrunity; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Kathy Gol dnan.



