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STATE OF NEW YORK

9855

| N ASSEMBLY

April 24, 2024

Introduced by M of A WOERNER -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Education

AN ACT to anmend the education law, in relation to pernmitting the desig-
nation of students as ex officio nmenbers of school boards; and to
repeal certain provisions of such law relating thereto

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 3 of section 1702 of the education | aw, as
anended by chapter 314 of the laws of 2005, is anended to read as
foll ows:

3. Each union free school dlstrlct[——aL—Lhe—ne*L—annea#—nee++ng—sehse—

;

st ret that onerates a hlqh school shal | establlsh a process for
[ student—rerbership—selection] designating at | east one student as an ex
of ficio nenber pursuant to paragraph c of this subdivision. If, prior to
August fifth, two thousand three, a school district had a policy that
allowed a student or students to be ex officio menbers of the schoo
board, such policy shall be deened to neet the requirenents of this
subdivision and shall be deened to have full legal effect. In any
district that contains nore than one high school, such process shal
take into consideration the nunber of high schools within the district
and provide for a nmechanismwhich allows for fair representation anong
the schools. Such school district shall allow such sel ected student or
students to serve as [ar] ex officio [#esber] nenbers of such district's
board of educati on[ —anrd—f—s6+~] and provided further that:

a. The ex officio student [sersber] nenbers of the board shall be enti-
tled to sit with board nenbers at all public neetings of the board and
participate in all board hearings and neeti ngs.

b. The ex officio student [serber] nenbers of the board shall not be
allowed to vote, shall not be allowed to attend executive session, and
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shall not be entitled to receive conpensation of any formfor partic-
i pating at board neeti ngs.

c. Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, the ex officio
student [#senrber] nenbers of the board may be any of the following: the
student that has been duly elected as student president of the high
school ; a student duly elected by the student body; a student selected
by the high school student government; a student sel ected by the high
school principal; a student selected by the superintendent of schools; a
student selected by majority vote of the school board. Provided, howev-
er, in districts having district-w de student governnents or advisory
commttees, [the] at least one student ex officio nenber shall be
sel ected by the superintendent of schools from anong the nenbers of such
district-wide student governments or advisory conmttees, subject to
ratification by magjority vote of the school board.

d. The ex officio student [saerber—shall—be—-a——senior—at—thehigh-school
and] nenbers shall have attended such high school for at least [twe

years] one year prior to selection.
8 2. Subdivision 3-a of section 1702 of the education |aw is REPEALED
8 3. Subdivision 12 of section 1804 of the education |aw, as anended
by chapter 314 of the laws of 2005, is anmended to read as follows:

12. Each central school d|strlct[——aL—Lhe—ne*%—annua#——nee%+ﬂg——sabse—

dFSPFFGP] sHaII establlsh a process for [sLHéeﬂ%—ﬂ%ﬂb@;éh%p—se+ee$+4nﬂ

designating at |east one student as an ex officio nenber pursuant to

paragraph ¢ of this subdivision. If, prior to August fifth, two thousand
three, a school district had a policy that allowed a student or students
to be ex officio nenbers of the school board, such policy shall be
deened to neet the requirements of this subdivision and shall be deened
to have full legal effect. In any district that contains nore than one
hi gh school, such process shall take into consideration the nunber of
high schools wthin the district and provide for a mechani smwhich
allows for fair representation anong the schools. Such school district
shall all ow such selected student or students to serve as [anr] ex offi-
Ci 0 [#enber] nenbers of such district's board of education]—ard—i+F
so+] and provided further that:

a. The ex officio student [#esber] nenbers of the board shall be enti-
tled to sit with board nenbers at all public neetings of the board and
participate in all board hearings and neeti ngs.

b. The ex officio student [#sesber] nenbers of the board shall not be
allowed to vote, shall not be allowed to attend executive session, and
shall not be entitled to receive conpensation of any form for partic-
i pati ng at board neeti ngs.

c. Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, the ex officio
student [menrber] nenbers of the board may be any of the following: the
student that has been duly elected as student president of the high
school ; a student duly elected by the student body; a student selected
by the high school student governnent; a student sel ected by the high
school principal; a student selected by the superintendent of schools; a
student selected by najority vote of the school board. Provided, howev-
er, in districts having district-w de student governnents or advisory
conmttees, [the] at least one student ex officio nenber shall be
sel ected by the superintendent of schools from anbng the nenbers of such
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district-wide student governnments or advisory conmittees, subject to
ratification by magjority vote of the school board.

d. The ex officio student [#erber—shall—be—a——senior—at—thehigh-school
and] nenbers shall have attended such high school for at |east [twe
years| one year prior to selection.

8 4. Subdivision 12-a of section 1804 of the education law is
REPEALED.

8§ 5. Subdivision 2 of section 1901 of the education |law, as added by
chapter 314 of the laws of 2005, is anmended to read as foll ows:

merbership—selection] designating at | east one student as an ex officio

nenber pursuant to paragraph c of this subdivision. If, prior to August
fifth, two thousand three, a school district had a policy that allowed a
student or students to be ex officio nenbers of the school board, such
policy shall be deenmed to neet the requirenments of this subdivision and
shall be deened to have full legal effect. In any district that contains
more than one high school, such process shall take into consideration
t he nunmber of high schools within the district and shall provide for a
mechani sm which allows for fair representation anong the schools. Such
district shall allow such selected student or students to serve as [a#r]
ex officio [sesber] nenbers of such board of education, and]——F—se+]
provi ded further that:

a. The ex officio student [#esber] nenbers of the board shall be enti-
tled to sit with board nmenbers at all public neetings of the board and
participate in all board hearings and neetings.

b. The ex officio student [senrber] nenbers of the board shall not be
allowed to vote, shall not be allowed to attend executive session, and
shall not be entitled to receive conpensation of any formfor partic-
i pati ng at board neeti ngs.

c. Notwithstanding any other law to the <contrary, the ex officio
student [wsesber] nenbers of the board may be any of the follow ng: the
student that has been duly elected as student president of the high

school; a student duly elected by the student body; a student sel ected
by the high school student governnment; a student selected by the high
school principal; a student selected by the superintendent of schools.

Provi ded, however, in districts having district-w de student governnents
or advisory commttees, at |east one of the student ex officio menbers
shall be selected by the superintendent of schools fromanong the
menbers of such district-w de student governnments or advisory conmit-
tees, subject to ratification by majority vote of the school board.

d. The ex officio student [saerber—shall—be—-a——senior—at—the-high-school
and] nenbers shall have attended such high school for at |east [twe
years] one year prior to selection.

8§ 6. Subdivision 3 of section 1901 of the education |law is REPEALED.

8 7. Subdivision 10 of section 2502 of the education |aw, as anended
by chapter 314 of the laws of 2005, is anmended to read as follows:

10. Each small <city school district]
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appFevaL——eaeh—saeh—d+s$;+ep] shall establlsh a process for [s%aden#
merbership—seleetion] designating at | east one student as an ex officio

nmenber pursuant to paragraph c¢c of this subdivision. If, prior to August
fifth, two thousand three, a school district had a policy that allowed a
student or students to be ex officio menbers of the school board, such
policy shall be deened to neet the requirenments of this subdivision and
shal |l be deened to have full legal effect. In any district that contains
more than one high school, such process shall take into consideration
t he number of high schools within the district and provide for a mech-
anism which allows for fair representation anong the schools. Such
school district shall allow such sel ected student or students to serve
as [an] ex officio [#ersber] nenbers of such district's board of educa-
ti on[ —anRed—F—so+-] and provided further that:

a. The ex officio student [#esber] nenbers of the board shall be enti-
tled to sit with board nenbers at all public neetings of the board and
participate in all board hearings and neeti ngs.

b. The ex officio student [serber] nenbers of the board shall not be
allowed to vote, shall not be allowed to attend executive session, and
shall not be entitled to receive conpensation of any formfor partic-
i pati ng at board neeti ngs.

c. Notwi thstanding any other law to the contrary, the ex officio
student [wmesber] nenbers of the board may be any of the follow ng: the
student that has been duly elected as student president of the high
school; a student selected by the high school student government; a
student sel ected by the high school principal; a student selected by the
superintendent of schools; a student selected by majority vote of the
school board. Provi ded, however, in districts having district-w de
student governments or advisory conmttees, at |east one of the student
ex officio [wsenber] nenbers shall be selected by the superintendent of
school s from among the nmenbers of such district-w de student governments
or advisory committees, subject to ratification by majority vote of the
school board.

d. The ex officio student [#esber] nenbers shall [be—a—senior—at—the

hi-gh—school—anrd—shall] have attended such high school for at least [twe

years| one year prior to selection.
8§ 8. Subdivision 10-a of section 2502 of +the education lawis

REPEALED

8§ 9. Section 1950 of the education lawis anmended by adding a new
subdi vision 2-c to read as foll ows:

2-c. a. Each board of cooperative educational services shall have one
or nore ex officio student nenbers. Each supervisory district shal
establish a process for designating one or nore students as ex officio
nenbers. Such process shall take into consideration the nunber of conpo-
nent districts within the supervisory district and provide for a nech-
anism which allows for fair representation anpng the conponent
districts.

b. Such supervisory district and the board of cooperative educationa
services shall allow such selected students to serve as ex officio
nenbers of such board of cooperative educational services. Supervi sory
districts with ten or fewer conponent districts shall have at | east one
ex officio student nenber; supervisory districts with nore than ten and
fewer than or equal to twenty conponent districts shall have at |east
two ex officio student nenbers; supervisory districts with nore than
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twenty conmponent districts shall have at least three ex officio student
nenbers, and provided further that:

(1) The ex officio student nenbers of the board shall be entitled to
sit with the board nenbers at all public neetings of the board and
participate in all board hearings and neetings.

(2) The ex officio student nenbers shall not be allowed to vote, shal
not be allowed to attend executive session and shall not be entitled to
receive any conpensation of any formfor participating at board neet-

i ngs.
(3) Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, the ex officio

student nenbers of the board shall be students who attend a high schoo

within the conponent districts, who have attended such high school for
at |l east one year, and who participate in a programadm nistered by the
board of cooperative educational services of such supervisory district.
The ex officio student nenbers shall be selected by the superintendent
of the relevant conponent district or districts in accordance with para-
graph a of this subdivision.

(4) The school district in which the ex officio student nenbers reside
shall provide transportation for such students fromtheir hone to the
board of cooperative educational services neetings and shall also
provide transportation at the end of such neetings to such students
hone.

§ 10. This act shall take effect on the first of July next succeeding
the date on which it shall have becone a | aw




