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STATE OF NEW YORK

9773

| N ASSEMBLY

April 9, 2024

Introduced by M of A GICK -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Heal th

AN ACT to anmend the public health law, in relation to requiring limted
services pregnancy centers to disclose to clients that they do not
have a |icensed nedical provider on staff

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative findings and intent. The legislature finds that
it isinthe state's interest to ensure pregnant New Yorkers have tinely
access to the full range of reproductive health services that are avail -
able to them including prenatal care, energency contraception, and
abortion. Article 25-A of the public health law, comonly referred to as
the reproductive health act of 2019 guarantees this right, clearly stat-
ing that "every individual who beconmes pregnant has the fundanental
right to choose to carry the pregnancy to term to give birth to a
child, or to have an abortion, pursuant to this article".

Moreover, the legislature finds that due to the sensitive tinmng of
receiving energency contraception, the inportance of receiving pronpt
prenatal care in ensuring a healthy pregnancy, and statutory tinefranes
that linmt the legality of abortion services, pregnant New Yorkers nust
receive tinmely and accurate information regarding their pregnancy. The
heal th care options available to them nust be presented free from unnec-
essary delay or religious or noral persuasion. Any delay in receiving
reproductive health care services can lead to negative outcones for the
pregnant person and their fetus, or a conplete loss in ability to
recei ve energency contraception or abortion services, effectively elim-
nating their reproductive autonony.

The legislature is aware that sone limted service pregnancy centers
that are ideologically opposed to conprehensive reproductive health care
enpl oy deceptive practices on custonmers that avail thenselves of their
services. These practices include presenting thenselves as nmnedical
facilities through the wuse of nedical history and health insurance
i ntake, wearing of medical clothes and devices such as lab coats and
st et hoscopes, and siting of facilities near licensed health care facili-
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ties. Pregnant New Yorkers who have visited linited service preghancy
centers that are religiously or philosophically opposed to abortion have
been i nappropriately led to believe that they have received care from a
New York state |icensed health care professional. Al though the |egisla-
ture respects the right for individuals to seek any reproductive
services they wish to seek, it is critical that pregnant New Yorkers are
not msled into believing they have received services and nedi cal coun-
seling froma licensed provider when in actuality they have received
unlicensed counseling from soneone who is unwilling to objectively
di scuss how to seek energency contraception or abortion, and is unable
to refer for those services.

Therefore, it is the intent of the legislature to ensure pregnant
individuals are fully inforned as to whether they are receiving services
and counseling froma licensed nmedical professional when they seek

prenatal care, energency contraception, or abortion services.

8§ 2. The public health Iaw is anmended by addi ng a new section 2509-d
to read as foll ows:

8 2509-d. lLimted services pregnancy centers; disclosure. 1. Any
limted services pregnancy center shall be required to disclose to a
client that it does not have a licensed nedical provider on staff who
provides or directly supervises the provision of all reproductive health
services at such linmted services pregnancy center.

2. For the purposes of this section. the following terns shall have
the foll ow ng neani ngs:

(a) "Limted services pregnancy center" neans a facility or entity,
including a nobile facility, the prinmary purpose of which is to provide
services to clients who are or nmay be pregnant, that:

(i) (1) is not a health care facility licensed by the state of New
York under article twenty-eight of this chapter or articles thirty-one
and thirty-two of the nental hygiene |law, or

(2) is not providing services under the direction of a health care
provider licensed wunder title eight of the education |law who is acting
within such health care provider's scope of practice; and

(ii) fails to provide or refer for the full range of conprehensive
reproductive and sexual health care services reinbursed under the
state's Medicaid programincluding, but not limted to contraception,
testing and treatnment of sexually transnmitted infections, abortion care,
and prenatal care.

(b) "licensed nedical provider" neans a person licensed or otherw se
aut hori zed under the provisions of article one hundred thirty-one, one
hundred thirty-one-A, one hundred thirty-one-B, one hundred thirty-nine,
or one hundred forty of the education law, to provide nedical services.

3. The disclosure required by subdivision one of this section shal
be:

(

a) provided in witing, in English and Spanish in a form prescribed
by the conmmissioner, and such witten disclosure shall be posted in the
entrance of the |limted services pregnancy center and in any area where
clients wait to receive services where it can easily be read by its
clients; and

(b) conducted orally upon first conmmunication or first contact wth
the client or potential client by staff assisting the potential client,
and such disclosure shall further be reasonably understandable to the
client.

4. Any person who believes that a violation of this section has
occurred may file a conplaint with the departnent. Wthin thirty days of
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receiving such conplaint, the departnent shall investigate such
conplaint and deternine whether a violation has occurred.

5. Any limted services pregnancy center violating the provisions of
this section shall be subject to a civil fine of not |less than two
hundred dollars and not npre than one thousand dollars on the first
violation and not less than five hundred dollars and not nore than twen-
ty-five hundred dollars on the second and all subsequent violations.

§ 3. This act shall take effect inmediately.




