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Introduced by M of A L. ROSENTHAL, THI ELE -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M
of A. SIMON -- read once and referred to the Conm ttee on Educati on

AN ACT to direct the commi ssioner of education to appoint a nedia liter-
acy advisory conmittee to study the teaching of nedia literacy; and to

amend the education law, in relation to creating a nedia |literacy
advisory committee to annually review policy and procedures on nedi a
literacy

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. For purposes of this act, "nedia literacy" shall be consid-
ered a broad termthat enconpasses consunption and production of nedia
and digital products and is defined as the ability to access, analyze,
evaluate, act and create wth all fornms of conmmunication, and encom
passes the foundational skills of digital citizenship and internet safe-
ty including the nornms of appropriate, responsible, healthy behavior,
and cyberbul I yi ng preventi on.

8§ 2. The conm ssioner of education, in cooperation with experts in
media literacy, the board of regents of the university of the state of
New York, and stakeholders including educators and parents, shal
appoint a nedia literacy advisory conmttee ("conmittee") to conduct a
study on teaching of nmedia literacy in schools.

8 3. The committee shall make a report of its findings, including any
reconmendations for legislative action as it nmay deem necessary and
appropriate, best practices for instruction that provi des gui dance about
t houghtful , safe, and strategic uses of online and other nedia resources
and education on howto apply critical thinking skills when consum ng
and producing nmedia in any form These recommendati ons and best prac-
tices may include, but are not limted to:

(a) revisions to state education standards and the state instructiona
t echnol ogy pl an;
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(b) revisions to policies and procedures on nedia literacy, including
digital citizenship and internet safety;

(c) school district processes necessary to devel op custoni zed schoo
district policies and procedures on electronic resources and internet
safety that can be used within a school district technol ogy plan;

(d) best practices, resources, and nodels for instruction in nedia

literacy;
(e) best practices, resources, and nodels for instruction of digital
citizenship, including nmedia literacy, that are conpliant with the

federal universal service e-rate program adm nistered by the schools and
l'ibraries division of the universal service adm nistrative conpany and
f eder al mandat es established in the federal children's internet
protection act; and

(f) strategies that will support school districts in |ocal inplenmenta-
tion of the best practices and recomendati ons devel oped by the commt-
tee, including strategies for delivering professional devel opnent to
educat ors and adm ni strators.

8 4. The report required by section three of this act shall be deliv-
ered to the governor, the tenporary president of the senate and the
speaker of the assenbly no later than one year after the effective date
of this act.

8 5. The education law is anended by adding a new section 756 to read
as foll ows:

8 756. Annual review of nedia literacy policy and procedures. 1. For
purposes of this section, "nedia |literacy" shall be considered a broad
termthat enconpasses consunption and production of nedia and digital
products and is defined as the ability to access, analyze, evaluate, act
and create with all forns of conmunication, and enconpasses the founda-
tional skills of digital citizenship and internet safety including the
norns of appropriate, responsible, healthy behavior, and cyberbullying
prevention.

2. Beginning in the two thousand twenty-four--two thousand twenty-five
school year, a nedia literacy advisory committee shall be created within
the departnent to review and anend the policy and procedures on nedia
literacy. The conmittee, in conjunction wth national or statew de
organi zations focused on nedia literacy, shall

(a) involve a representation of parents or guardians, teachers, teach-
er librarians, other school enployees, school admnistrators, pupils,
and comunity representatives wth experience or expertise in nedia
literacy issues;

(b) consider custom zing the nodel policy and procedures on electronic
resources;

(c) consider existing school district resources; and

(d) consider best practices, resources, and nodels for instruction in
nedia literacy, including nmethods to involve parents.

8 6. This act shall take effect immediately.




