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STATE OF NEW YORK

9119

| N ASSEMBLY

February 7, 2024

Introduced by M of A HEVESI -- read once and referred to the Conmittee
on Children and Fanilies

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to establishing the
mandatory reporting of child abuse and naltreatnent task force; and
providing for the repeal of such provisions upon the expiration there-
of

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The social services law is anmended by addi ng a new section
371-c to read as fol |l ows:

8 371-c. Mandatory reporting of child abuse and maltreatnent task
force. 1. The nmandatory reporting of child abuse and maltreatnent task
force is hereby established to exanmine, evaluate, and make reconmenda-
tions concerning the child welfare system and the nandatory reporting of
child abuse and naltreatnent.

2. The task force shall consist of ten nenbers to be appointed as
foll ows:

(a) three nmenbers appointed by the tenporary president of the senate;

(b) three nmenbers appointed by the speaker of the assenbly;

(c) two nenbers appointed by the governor

(d) one nenber appointed by the mnority | eader of the senate; and

(e) one nenber appointed by the mnority |eader of the assenbly.

3. The nenbers of the task force shall each have expertise in the
prevention and treatnent of child abuse and naltreatnent and nmay have
expertise in the following: lived experience with the child welfare

system providing conmunity-based supports for famlies wth child
welfare systeminvolvenent; legal expertise in the child welfare system
parent advocates; social work or case managenent; or relevant health or
mental health expertise.

4. Vacancies in the task force shall be filled in the manner provi ded
for original appointnents. Al appointnents shall be coordinated to
ensure geographic representation fromthe entire state. A majority of
the nmenbers of the task force then in office shall constitute a quorum
for the transaction of business or the exercise of any power or function
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of the task force. The task force shall convene no later than one
hundred twenty days following the effective date of this section and may
neet as frequently as its business nmay require, which may include neet-
ings via teleconference. Special neetings nmay be called at the request
of a mpjority of the nenbers of the task force

5. The nenbers of the task force shall receive no conpensation for
their services but shall be allowed their actual and necessary expenses
incurred in the performance of their duties pursuant to this act.

6. The task force shall performthe follow ng duties:

(a) evaluate the list of professionals required to report suspected
cases of child abuse and maltreatnent under section four hundred thir-
teen of this chapter;

(b) assess the statutory obligations for professionals required to
report suspected cases of child abuse and maltreatnent under section
four hundred thirteen of this chapter, including penalties for failure
to report, and its potential inpact on health and hunman services provid-
ers' ability to carry out their professional duties;

(c) provide recommendations on best practices to support famlies to
prevent child welfare systeminvol venent

(d) deternine best practices for mnitigating any adverse chil dhood
experiences incurred as a result of child welfare systeminvol venent;
and

(e) provide any other recommendations the task force deens necessary
to inprove the child welfare systemto support children and famlies in
the state.

7. The task force shall submit a report of its findings and reconmen-
dations to the governor, tenporary president of the senate, speaker of
the assenbly, mnority |eader of the senate, mnmnority |eader of the
assenbly, chair of the senate children and fanmilies conmmittee and chair
of the assenbly children and famlies comrittee, no later than Decenber
thirty-first, two thousand twenty-five

8§ 2. This act shall take effect immedi ately and shall expire Decenber
31, 2026, when upon such date the provisions of this act shall be deened
r epeal ed.




