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Introduced by M of A L. ROSENTHAL -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Al coholismand Drug Abuse

AN ACT to anmend the public health law and the nental hygiene law, in
relation to the standard of care in the treatnent of substance abuse
di sor der

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Paragraphs (b) and (c) of subdivision 2 of section 2803-u
of the public health law, as added by section 1 of part C of chapter 70
of the laws of 2016, are amended to read as foll ows:

(b) establish and inplenent training, within existing or in addition
to current training progranms, for all individuals |icensed or certified
pursuant to title eight of the education | aw who provide direct patient
care regarding the policies and procedures established pursuant to this
section; [and]

(c) except where an individual has conme into the hospital under
section 22.09 of the nental hygiene law, if +the hospital does not
directly provide substance use disorder services, then it shall refer
i ndividuals in need of substance use disorder services to and coordinate
W th substance use di sorder services prograns that provide behaviora
health services, as defined in section 1.03 of the nental hygiene |aw_
and

(d) establish within existing or in addition to current policies or
procedures, that the standard of care in the treatnent of individuals
with a substance abuse disorder shall, at a mininum be held to the sane
standard of care as nedication assisted treatnent. For purposes of this
subdi vision "nedication assisted treatnent” neans the use of prescribed
nedi cations including, but not limted to, methadone, buprenorphine and
nal trexone, conbined with counseling and behavioral therapies, as a
conprehensi ve approach to the treatnent of opioid addiction.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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§ 2. Section 29.13 of the nental hygiene law is anended by adding a
new subdi vision (c) to read as foll ows:

(c) Any plan witten pursuant to this section that applies to
subst ance abuse facilities shall include a designation that the standard
of care, in the treatnent of individuals with a substance abuse disor-
der, be held to the sane standard of care as nedication assisted treat-
nent. For purposes of this subdivision "nedication assisted treatnent”
neans the use of prescribed nedications including, but not limted to,
net hadone, buprenor phi ne and naltrexone, conbined wth counseling and
behavioral therapies, as a conprehensive approach to the treatnent of
opi oid addiction.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect immediately.




