O©CoO~NOUOA~WNPE

STATE OF NEW YORK

8838

| N ASSEMBLY

January 18, 2024

Introduced by M of A JACKSON -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Transportation

AN ACT to anmend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to requiring
license plates for certain bicycles with electric assist and electric
scooters and requiring a person be eighteen years of age to operate or
purchase bicycles with electric assist and electric scooters

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The article heading of article 34 of the vehicle and traf-
fic law, as amended by chapter 694 of the laws of 1995, s anended to
read as foll ows:

REGQ STRATI ON AND OPERATI ON OF BI CYCLES AND PLAY DEVI CES

8§ 2. The vehicle and traffic law is anmended by addi ng two new sections
1244 and 1245 to read as fol |l ows:

8 1244, Registration of certain bicycles with electric assist. 1
Every bicycle with electric assist which has an electric notor that does
not cease to provide assistance when such bicycle or scooter reaches a
speed of forty mles per hour shall be registered and issued a |license
plate by the departnment. No person shall operate such a bicycle with
electric assist on the public highways unless such bicycle with electric
assist shall have a distinctive nunber assigned to it by the conmm ssion-
er and a nunber plate issued by the conmmi ssioner with a nunber corre-
sponding to that of the certificate of registration.

2. Such license plates shall be of such material, form design and
di nrensions and contain or set forth such distinguishing nunber or other
identification nmarks as the comm ssioner shall prescribe, provided,

however, that there shall be at all tines a marked contrast between the
color of the nunber plates and that of the nunerals or letters thereon,
and provided further that no such bicycle with electric assist shal
display the nunmber plates of nore than one state at a tine, nor shal
any plate be used other than those issued by the conmni ssioner.

3. Each such license plate shall identify whether such bicycle with
electric assist is personal or commercial in nature.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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4. Each such license plate shall be conspicuously displayed on the
rear of the bicycle wth electric assist, securely fastened so as to
prevent the sane from swi nging.

5. The fee for such license plates shall be a nomnal fee determn ned
by the conmi ssioner.

8 1245. Sale of bicycles with electric assist. 1. No person shall sel
a bicycle with electric assist to a person |less than eighteen years of
age.

2. No person shall accept as witten evidence of age by any such
person for the purchase of a bicycle with electric assist any docunent
other than: (a) a valid driver's license or non-driver identification
card issued by the conmmi ssioner of nptor vehicles, the federal govern-
nent, any United States territory, conmonwealth or possession, the
District of Colunbia, a state governnent within the United States or a
provincial government of the domi nion of Canada; or (b) a valid passport
issued by the United States governnent or any other country; or (c) an
identification card issued by the arned forces of the United States.

3. Upon the sale of a bicycle with electric assist, the seller shal
submit to the conmissioner, in a formand manner as provided for by
regul ations pronulgated by the commissioner, a copy of the witten
evi dence of age provided by the purchaser.

8 3. Subdivision 2 of section 1242 of the vehicle and traffic |aw, as
added by section 8 of part XX of chapter 58 of the laws of 2020, is
anmended to read as foll ows:

2. No person | ess than [sisteen] eighteen years of age shall operate a
bicycle wth electric assist. The failure of any person to conply with
the provisions of this subdivision shall not constitute contributory
negl i gence or assunption of risk, and shall not in any way bar, preclude
or foreclose an action for personal injury or wongful death by or on
behal f of such person, nor in any way dimnish or reduce the danages
recoverable in any such action.

8§ 4. The article heading of article 34-d of the vehicle and traffic
| aw, as added by section 10 of part XX of chapter 58 of the laws of
2020, is amended to read as foll ows:

REG STRATI ON AND OPERATI ON OF ELECTRI C SCOOTERS

8 5. The vehicle and traffic law is anended by adding two new sections
1290 and 1291 to read as fol |l ows:

8 1290. Registration of certain electric scooters. 1. Every electric
scooter which has an electric notor that does not cease to provide
assi stance when such bicycle or scooter reaches a speed of forty mles
per hour shall be registered and issued a license plate by the depart-
nent. No person shall operate such an electric scooter on the public
hi ghways unl ess such electric scooter shall have a distinctive nunber
assigned to it by the conmssioner and a nunber plate issued by the
conm ssioner with a nunber corresponding to that of the certificate of
registration.

2. Such license plates shall be of such material., form design and
di rensions and contain or set forth such distinguishing nunber or other
identification marks as the commissioner shall prescribe, provided,
however, that there shall be at all tines a narked contrast between the
color of the nunber plates and that of the nunerals or letters thereon,
and provided further that no such electric scooter shall display the
nunber plates of nore than one state at a tinme, nor shall any plate be
used other than those issued by the conm ssioner.

3. Each such license plate shall identify whether such electric scoot-
er is personal or comrercial in nature.
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4. Each such license plate shall be conspicuously displayed on the
rear of the electric scooter, securely fastened so as to prevent the
sane from sw ngi ng.

5. The fee for such license plates shall be a nomnal fee determn ned
by the conmi ssioner.

8 1291. Sale of electric scooters. 1. No person shall sell an electric
scooter to a person less than eighteen years of age

2. No person shall accept as witten evidence of age by any such
person for the purchase of an electric scooter any docunent other than
(a) a valid driver's license or non-driver identification card issued by
the conm ssioner of notor vehicles, the federal governnent, any United
States territory, commonwealth or possession, the District of Col unbia,
a state government within the United States or a provincial governnent
of the domnion of Canada; or (b) a valid passport issued by the United
States government or any other country; or (c) an identification card
issued by the arnmed forces of the United States.

3. Upon the sale of an electric scooter, the seller shall submt to
the conm ssioner, in a formand nmanner as provided for by reqgulations
promulgated by the comrissioner, a copy of the witten evidence of age
provi ded by the purchaser.

8 6. Subdivision 4 of section 1282 of the vehicle and traffic |aw, as
added by section 10 of part XX of chapter 58 of the laws of 2020, is
anmended to read as foll ows:

4. No person | ess than [sixteen] eighteen years of age shall operate
or ride as a passenger upon an electric scooter, and no person [sixeen]
eighteen years of age or older shall allow any person |less than
[ si<teen] eighteen years of age to operate or ride as a passenger upon
such scoot er

8 7. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a law. Effective imediately,
the addition, anmendnent and/or repeal of any rule or regulation neces-
sary for the inplenmentation of this act on its effective date are
aut hori zed to be nade and conpl eted on or before such effective date.




