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STATE OF NEW YORK

8488

| N ASSEMBLY

January 4, 2024

Introduced by M of A SOLAGES -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Social Services

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to automated i den-
tification of OTDA assistance program partici pants

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 131-ss of the social services law, as added by a
chapter of the laws of 2023 relating to providing for the automated
identification of affordability program participants, as proposed in
legislative bills nunmbers S. 4548 and A. 4876, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

8§ 131-ss. Automated identification of [afferdability] OIDA assistance
program participants. 1. Definitions. For the purposes of this section,
the following terns shall have the foll ow ng neanings:

(a) "Conmi ssioner"” shall nean the commi ssioner of the office of tenpo-
rary and disability assistance.

(b) "Ofice" or "OIDA" shall nean the office of tenporary and disabil-
ity assistance.

(c) "[AHordabii+y] OIDA assistance program participant” shall nmean a
household that is deternined to be eligible by the | i
office for any of the follow ng prograns, provided, however, that the
office may require witten consent from OTDA assistance program partic-
i pants before using data obtained fromany of the follow ng progranms for
the purposes of this section:

(i) Public assistance;

(!!) [SHppLenen#a#—seeu#%;y—%neeﬂe+

- 2] Honme energy assistance prograni:-

et eraps—di-sabi-Hty—pehsi-oh—

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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[(-9] (iii) Any other income-based assistance programidentified by
the public service conmm ssion [iR—eopsutation—wth] that is admnis-
tered and approved for inclusion under this section by the of fice.

[ Ce}—"Ckfice" shaH roan—the offico of tenpora i sability assis
ahee—|

(d) "Wility corporation" shall [nean—a—G9LpeLa%+9n—;egu+a%ed—pa¥saan;

i i include utility conpanies,
utility corporations, public utility conpanies, public utility corpo-
rations, gas corporations, electric corporations, or nunicipalities as
defined in section two of the public service |law and regul at ed pursuant
to the public service law, a nmunicipal corporation that provides public
utility services, a rural electric cooperative, or a state public
authority that provides utility services.

(e) "Wility corporation energy affordability prograns" shall be
defined by the public service comm ssion and shall [iwnelude] be linted
to utility corporation prograns which are intended to assist custoners
with energy affordability by reduci ng custoners' energy burden.

2. Wthin one [hand#ed—e+gh%y—days] year of the effective date of this

section, the conm ssioner shall [establsh—a—statew-de—programto]
provide for automated identification of [egible—affordabitiity] OIDA
assi stance program participants for participation in utility corporation
energy affordability programs pursuant to subdivision four of this
section.

' ! ! ] t|||ty
corporation shall be responsible for working with the office to facili-

tate and inplenent the technological capabilities to allow for the
secure transmission of data through an interface with the office's
information technology infrastructure.

4. [Fhe] (a) To the extent pernmitted by federal law, requlations and
policies, the office, upon the utility corporation agreeing to and sign-
ing the office's data ternms and upon receipt of the required data
elenments fromthe utility corporation, as such data elenents are defined
by the office, shall conduct automated file matching to identify utility
corporation custoner accounts that are al so [afferdability] OIDA assist-
ance program participants and, if pernitted by federal law, regulations
and policies, such information shall be provided to utility corporations
no |ess than sem-annually. Utility corporation custoner accounts iden-
tified by the office as potentially eligible for participation in avail -
able utility corporation energy affordability prograns as a result of
such file matching shall be, if confirned as eligible for such utility
corporation energy affordability prograns by the wutility corporation,
enrolled in such wutility corporation energy affordability prograns by
the utility corporation within sixty days of receipt by the wutility

corporation of |[the—effice—commnicating] the results of the automated

file [meteching—to—the—utitity—corperation] nmatch. Any information
provided to the wutility corporations related to [affe+dabiliiy] OIDA
aSS|stance progran1part|C|pants pursuant to thls section shall not be

-] redlsclosed
by the utility corporation and shall onIy be utilized for the purpose of
confirmng eligibility in the utility corporation energy affordability
program and providing notifications pursuant to paragraph (b) of this
subdi vi si on.
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(b) Upon autonmtic enrollnent in the wutility corporation energy
affordability program the wutility corporation shall provide witten
notification to the utility corporation energy affordability program
participant of their enrollnent in such program

(c) Except as prohibited by federal law, requlation., or policy., and

notwi t hst andi ng any provision of state or

| ocal law, requlation, or

policy to the contrary,

a utility corporation is authorized to share the

required data elenents for the purposes of and as provided for

by this

section.
5. The conmi ssi oner nmay adopt, on
cle two of the state admi nistrative
to carry out the provisions of this
6. The comni ssioner may del egate
this [ pregran] section to any state
city, county, town,
with the provisions of this article
Provi ded however, such privacy
prescribed in =

[ sebdindisen—Foi—ot]

an emergency basis pursuant to arti-

procedure act, any rules necessary
article.

the administration of any portion of
agency, social services official

contractor or non-profit organization in accordance

and applicabl e federal
and confidentiality
this section shal

requi renents.
[imtations
apply to any

entity [+hat] to which the conm ssioner del egates the administration of

any portion of this section.

[ Hhe—preogram—tea]

8 2. This act shall take

manner as a chapter of the laws of 2023 relating to
affordability program participants,
proposed in legislative bills nunbers S. 4548 and A 4876,

automated identification of

effect on the sane date and in the sane

t he
as
t akes effect.

providing for



