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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

Novenber 29, 2023

Introduced by M of A HEVESI -- (at request of the Council on Children
and Fanmilies) -- read once and referred to the Cormittee on Children
and Fanilies

AN ACT to anmend the social services law, in relation to the establish-
ment and powers and duties of the council on children and fanilies

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 483 of the social services |aw, as added by section
2 of part F2 of chapter 62 of the laws of 2003, subdivision 1 as anmended
by chapter 672 of the laws of 2019, is anended to read as foll ows:

§ 483. Council on children and fanilies[+—ehai+]. 1. Purpose. There
shall be a council on children and famlies, hereinafter referred to in
this article as the "council”. The council shall act as a neutral, coor-
dinating agency to pronote the well-being of children and fanmlies by
convening the state's human services, health, and education agencies to
devel op aligned and conprehensive approaches to serve children and famni -
lies nost efficiently and effectively.

2. Council establishment. There shall be a council on children and
fam lies established within the | i ! i
consisting—of] executive departnent. The council shall convene the
foll ow ng [ wenbers| state agency | eaders: the [state] conm ssioner of
children and fam |y services, the conm ssioner of tenporary and disabil -
ity assistance, the conmi ssioner of nental health, the conm ssioner [ef
the—offiece] for people with devel opnental disabilities, the comm ssioner
[eL—Lhe—e¢4+4ﬁﬂ of [aLe9heL+sn+and—subs%anee—abuse——se¢¥+ses] addi ction
services and supports, the comm ssioner of education, [the—di+rector—of

the office of probationand correctional alternatives-| the comm ssioner

of health, the conmissioner of the division of crimnal justice

services, the [state—advecatefor—persons—withdisabities] executive

director of the justice center for the protection of people with special
needs, the director of [the—ofificeforthe] aging, the conmm ssioner of
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| abor, and the [ehair——of—the—comm-ssion—-on—gualityr—of—careforthe
nen%aLLy—d+sab¢e%H executive director of the devel opnental disabilities
pl anni ng council.

3. Definitions. As used in this article:

(a) "Council" shall refer to the council on children and families.

(b) "Executive director" shall refer to the executive director of the
counci | .

(c) "Menber agency" shall refer to the state agencies convened by the
council identified in subdivision two of this section.

4. Executive director; staffing. (a) The governor shall designate the
[ 6hai+] executive director of the council [ardthe—chief—executive—offi—

].

[2~] (b) The [&hatr—et—the—ecouneit—tn—rconrsutatien—wth—the—conm-s—
s+orer——of—t-he—siice—of—chit-dren—andFamly—services—| executive direc-
tor shall [des+gnaLe—sLaLi——L#en+—Lhe——eLi+ee——eL——eh++d4eﬂ——and——iaﬂ+Ly
serw-ces]| enpl oy personnel to [work—Hl—tire—in——ocarHRg] carry out the
functions of the council.

[3-] 5. Meetings. The council [#ey—conrduct—ts—mpetings—and—by—and
through—the—chai+r] shall neet as often as deened necessary, by the

executive director or the leader of a nenber agency, but in no event
| ess than annually to performits powers and duties notw thstanding the
absence of a quorun —previ-ded—however—t-hat—no—acti-on—mmy—be—taken—by
the couneitl—wthout the concurrence—of the chair].

8§ 2. Section 483-a of the social services |law, as added by section 2
of part F2 of chapter 62 of the |aws of 2003, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

8§ 483-a. Utilization of other agency assistance. To effectuate the
purposes of this article, any departnent, division, board, bureau,
comm ssion or agency of the state or of any political subdivision there-
of shall, at the request of the [ehai+] executive director, provide to
the council such facilities, assistance and data as will enable the
council to properly [t+e] carry out its powers and duties [anrd—those—of
the—chair] .

8§ 3. Section 483-b of the social services |aw, as added by section 2

of part F2 of chapter 62 of the laws of 2003, is anended to read as
foll ows:

8 483-b. Powers and duties of council. 1. Definitions. As used in this
section, the terns "care", "services", "prograns", and "services
prograns" shall nean and include care, nmintenance, services and

prograns provided to children of the state and their famlies by or

under the Jurlsdlctlon of a nenber agency [Ihe——Leen%—lnenbee——ageneyl

2. GEneraI powers. The counC|I shal | have t he follomnng power s:

(a) to identify problens and deficiencies in residential care and
comuni ty- based services prograns and, on a selective basis, to plan and
make reconmendations to the governor for the renmedy of such problens and
deficiencies and for the devel opnent of prograns of care and services
for children and their famlies;

(b) to meke reconmendations to inprove coordination of program and
fiscal resources of state-local, public-voluntary care and services to
children and their famlies;

(c) to coordinate program and nmanagenent research of nenber agencies
for the purpose of nonitoring, evaluating or redirecting existing care
and services prograns or devel opi ng new prograns, and to conduct, spon-
sor, or direct nenber agencies to undertake such research or other
activities;
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(d) to review and resolve differences, if any, concerning rules and
regul ati ons of each nenber agency insofar as such rules and regulations
i npact on services prograns provided by ot her nenber agenci es;

(e) to promul gate, amend and rescind rules and regulations relating to
the administration and performance of the powers and duties of the coun-
cil pursuant to this article;

(f) to review significant state and locally operated and supported
care and services, plans and proposals for new services for children and
fam |lies to determ ne whet her such services are planned, created and
delivered in a coordinated, effective and conprehensi ve manner;

(g) to performall other things necessary and convenient to carry out
the functions, powers and duties of the council and to effectuate the
purposes of this article; and

(h) to accept and expend any grants, awards, or other funds or appro-
priations as nmay be available to the council to effectuate the purposes
of this artlcle subj ect to the approval of the director of t he budget

4-] Interagency resolution powers. (a) The council shall convene
menber agencies to meet on a regul ar basis to [i#plesent—he—purposes—of
thi-s—artiele—and—to] discuss and resol ve di sputes, including but not
limted to di sputes between nenber agencies, relating to their func-
tions, powers and duties over the provision of services to particular
children and their famlies or to categories of children or <child and
famly problens when all the internal statutory and admnistrative
gri evance or appeal procedures applicable to a nenber agency have failed
to finally resolve such dlspute [Ihe—eeune+L—shaLL—d+#ee%——eaeh——nenbe#

(b) The counC|I shaII dlrect nenber agenC|es to prOV|de an evaluatlon
i ncluding a diagnostic study, of a particular child and his or her fam -
ly when there is a dispute as to the appropriate agency or programin
which the child should be placed or fromwhich the child and his or her
famly should receive services, and, follow ng such study, the counci
shall order placenent of a child with a nmenber agency, or with a social
services official, or order a nenber agency to provide or require the
provi sion of services to the child and his or her famly in a manner
consistent with the legal authority of the nenber agency or soci al
services official, as applicable.

(c) The council shall direct nmenber agencies to take appropriate
direct action or to exercise their supervisory powers over |local offi-
cials and agencies, in the resolution of such disputes.

(d) The duty of the council to resolve disputes involving particular
children may be performed on a selective basis within the discretion of
the council. Exercise of jurisdiction over such disputes by the counci
or appeals to the council therefor shall not be required as a condition
precedent to the initiation of a proceeding pursuant to article seven-
ty-eight of the civil practice |aw and rul es.

(e) A dispute relative to which nenber agency shall have the responsi-
bility for determining and recommending adult services pursuant to
sections 7.37 and 13.37 of the nental hygiene | aw, section three hundred
ni nety-eight-c of the social services law, or subdivision ten of section
forty-four hundred three of the education law shall be resolved in
accordance with this subdivision.
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[5-] 4. Submi ssion of information to the council. (a) Notw thstandi ng
any ot her provision of state law to the contrary, the council may
request any nenber agency to subnit to the council and such nenber agen-
cy shall submit, to the extent pernitted by federal law, all information
in the formand nmanner and at such tinmes as the council may require that
it is appropriate to the purposes and operation of the council.

(b) The council shall protect the confidentiality of individual iden-
tifying information submtted to or provided by the council, and prevent
access thereto, by, or the distribution thereof to, persons not author-
i zed by | aw.

8 4. This act shall take effect inmediately.




