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Introduced by M of A ZEBROASKI, GUNTHER, BURDI CK, LAVINE, EPSTEI N
SHI MSKY, THI ELE, NOVAKHOV, SI MONE, CARROLL, COLTON, SEAWRI GHT, DeSTE-
FANO, LEVENBERG REYES, SIMON, BENEDETTO, HEVESI, JACOBSON, SILLITTI
W LLI AMS, DURSO, MAHER, BRABENEC, PI ROZZOLO RA, LUPARDO, M DONOUGH,
MCGOMWAN, STERN, DI CKENS, STECK, EACHUS, RIVERA, SHRESTHA, O DONNELL
BURKE, SLATER, GALLAGHER, KELLES, BENDETT, M KULIN, RAMOS, VANEL,
MAMDANI, ARDI LA, BROOK- KRASNY, BERGER, ZI NERVAN, K. BROWN, ANGELI NO,
SI MPSON, GANDOLFO, BURGOS, REILLY, TANNOUSIS, BLANKENBUSH, LUCAS,
PHEFFER AMATO, SANTABARBARA, TAGUE -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Governnental Enployees -- reconmitted to the Conmittee on
CGover nnent al Enpl oyees in accordance with Assenbly Rule 3, sec. 2 --
committee discharged, bill amended, ordered reprinted as anended and
recommtted to said comnittee -- again reported from said conmittee
with anmendments, ordered reprinted as anended and recommitted to said
comm ttee

AN ACT in relation to protecting the health insurance benefits of reti-
rees of public enployers and contributions of retirees of public
enpl oyers

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. This act shall be known as the "Health Equity for Retirees
Act" or "(HERA)".

8§ 2. 1. On and after the effective date of this act, a public enployer
shall not dimnish the health insurance benefits provided to retirees
and their dependents or the contributions such enpl oyer makes for such
heal th i nsurance coverage bel ow the | evel of such benefits or contrib-
utions made on behalf of such retirees and their dependents by such
public enployer as of Decenber 31, 2021

2. For the purposes of this act:

(a) "dimnish" shall nean any change in health care offered that could
potentially nmake it harder for retirees residing anywhere wthin the
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United States, including its territories and possessions, to access
their health care than before such change was nmade. These changes shal
include, but are not |imted to, increasing the cost of such health
care, reducing contributions nade by a public enployer, forcing retirees
into Medi care Advantage Plans, forcing themto use health care providers
only from pre-desi gnated panels, or forcing themto wait for pre-author-
i zation for nedical procedures that are recommended by their health care
provi ders;

(b) "health care benefits" shall nmean any and all aspects of health
care coverage offered to retirees and their dependents by public enploy-
ers, including, but not limted to: (i) costs: this includes the anmpunt
of nmoney (on either an absolute or proportional basis) retirees and
their dependents are charged for prem uns, deductibles, coinsurance, and
copaynments associated with any health care coverage; (ii) coverage: this
enconpasses the specific services and benefits covered by the health
care plan, including inpatient and outpatient care, preventative
services, prescription drugs, nmental health and substance abuse treat-
ment, and vision and dental care; and (iii) provider choice: this
includes the ability of retirees and their dependents to access any
heal th care provider who accepts Medicare or participates in the offered
pl an's network, w thout restriction;

(c) "public enployer" shall nean the following: (i) the state or a
civil division thereof; (ii) a county, city, town or village; (iii) a
school district, board of cooperative educational services, vocationa
education and extension board or a school district as enunerated in
section 1 of chapter 566 of the |laws of 1967, as anended; (iv) any
governnental entity operating a college or university; (v) a public
i nprovenment or special district including police or fire districts; (vi)
a public authority, comm ssion or public benefit corporation; or (vii)
any ot her public corporation, agency, instrumentality or unit of govern-
nment whi ch exerci ses governnmental power under the laws of this state;
and

(d) "retiree" shall mean a retiree of a public enployer

8§ 3. This act shall take effect inmmediately and shall be deenmed to
have been in full force and effect on and after Decenber 31, 2021.



