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STATE OF NEW YORK

7628

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

May 25, 2023

Introduced by M of A BORES -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Transportation

AN ACT to anmend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to reporting
accidents involving electric scooters and bicycles wth electric
assi st

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 603 of the vehicle and traffic
| aw, as anended by chapter 432 of the laws of 1997, is anmended to read
as foll ows:

1. Every police or judicial officer to whoman accident resulting in
injury to a person shall have been reported, pursuant to the foregoing
provisions of this chapter, shall inmediately investigate the facts, or
cause the sane to be investigated, and report the matter to the conm s-
sioner forthw th; provided, however, that the report of the accident is
made to the police officer or judicial officer within five days after
such accident. Every coroner, or other official performng |ike func-
tions, shall likewi se make a report to the conmi ssioner with respect to
all deaths found to have been the result of nmotor vehicle [e+], nptorcy-
cle, electric scooter, or bicycle with electric assist accidents. Such
report shall include information regarding the type of vehicle involved
in such accident. Such report shall include information on the width and
length of trucks, tractors, trailers and semtrailers, which are in
excess of ninety-five inches in width or thirty-four feet in length and
which are involved in such accidents, whether such accident took place
in a work area and whether it was being operated with an overweight or
overdi mension permit. Such report shall distinctly indicate and include
information as to whether the inflatable restraint systeminflated and
depl oyed. Not hi ng contained in this subdivision shall be deened to
preclude a police officer fromreporting any other accident which, in
the judgnment of such police officer, would be required to be reported to
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the comm ssioner by the operator of a vehicle pursuant to section six
hundred five of this article.

8 2. Paragraph (a) of subdivision 1 of section 603-a of the vehicle
and traffic law, as anmended by chapter 489 of the laws of 2017, is
amended to read as foll ows:

(a) Such investigation shall be conducted for the purposes of naking a
determ nation of the followi ng: the facts and circunstances of the acci-
dent; the type or types of vehicles involved, including passenger notor
vehi cl es, comrercial nmotor vehicles, notorcycles, |limted use notorcy-
cles, off-highway notorcycles, electric scooters, bicycles with electric
assi st and/or bicycles; whether pedestrians were involved; the contrib-
uting factor or factors; whether it can be determined if a violation or
violations of this chapter occurred, and if so, the specific provisions
of this chapter which were violated and by whom and, the cause of such
acci dent, where such cause can be deterni ned.

§ 3. Section 604 of the vehicle and traffic lawis anended to read as
fol | ows:

§ 604. Reports; contents; preparation; distribution; filing. Reports
of accidents required under the preceding section, or under the rules
and regul ati ons of the comm ssioner, shall be upon forms prepared by him
and contain such informati on as he shall prescribe; provided, however,
that such fornms shall contain information to indicate whether such acci-
dent involved a notor vehicle, electric scooter, or bicycle with el ec-
tric assist. Bl ank forns for such reports shall be printed by the
conmi ssioner and a supply sent to all city, town and village cl erks and
to the chief officer of every city police departnent for genera
distribution and use as herein provided. Reports of accidents, required
under the preceding section, shall be sent to and filed with the conmi s-
sioner at the main office of the bureau of notor vehicles in the city of
Al bany, except as otherw se provided by the rules and regul ations of the
conmi ssi oner .

8§ 4. Subdivisions (b) and (c) of section 605 of the vehicle and traf-
fic law, subdivision (b) as added by chapter 254 of the laws of 1989,
and subdivision (c) as amended by chapter 161 of the |aws of 1996, are
amended to read as foll ows:

(b) Every person operating [a] an electric scooter, bicycle with elec-
tric assist, or bicycle which is in any manner involved in an accident
on a public highway in this state in which any person is killed, other
than the operator, or suffers serious physical injury as defined pursu-
ant to subdivision ten of section 10.00 of the penal law, shall wthin
ten days after such operator learns of the fact of such death or serious
physical injury, report the matter in witing to the comnssioner. |If
such operator is physically incapable of naking such report within ten
days, he or she shall nake the report imediately upon recovery fromthe
physi cal incapacity. If such operator is an unemanci pated mnor who is
i ncapabl e of making such report for any reason, the parent or guardi an
of such operator shall make such report within ten days after |earning
of the fact of such accident. Every such operator of [a] an electric
scooter, bicycle with electric assist, or bicycle, or parent or guardian
of such unemanci pated m nor operator, shall make such other and addi-
tional reports as the conmi ssioner shall require.

(c) The report required by this section shall be nade in such form and
nunber as the conmm ssioner nmay prescribe. Such report shall include
information on the width and length of trucks, tractors, trailers and
semtrailers, which are in excess of ninety-five inches in width or
thirty-four feet in length and which are involved in such accidents,
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whet her such accident took place in a work area and whether it was being
operated w th an overwei ght or over dinmension permt. Such report shal
distinctly indicate and include information as to whether the inflatable
restraint system inflated and deployed. Such report shall indicate
whet her the accident involved a notor vehicle, electric scooter, or
bicycle with electric assist.

8§ 5. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw. Effective imediately, the addition, anmendnent
and/ or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenentation
of this act on its effective date are authorized to be nade and
compl eted on or before such date.




