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May 18, 2023

Introduced by M of A HEVESI -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Children and Fanilies

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to updating the
mandated reporter training to include howto identify an abused or
maltreated child with an intellectual or devel opmental disability

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 413 of the social services law is anmended by adding
a new subdivision 6 to read as foll ows:

6. The office of children and fanmly services shall update training
issued to persons and officials required to report cases of suspected
child abuse or maltreatnent to include guidance on identifying an abused
or maltreated child when such child is an individual with an intellectu-
al or developnental disability as defined in section 1.03 of the nental
hygi ene law.  Such gui dance shall be developed in consultation with the
justice center for the protection of people with special needs. Persons
and officials required to report cases of suspected child abuse or
mal treat nent shall have one year fromthe effective date of this subdi-
vision to receive such updated nmandated reporter training.

8§ 2. Paragraph (c) of subdivision 2 of section 421 of the social
services |law, as amended by section 7 of subpart A of part JJ of chapter
56 of the laws of 2021, is anmended to read as follows:

(c) issue guidelines to assist local child protective services in the
interpretation and assessnment of reports of abuse and naltreatnent nade
to the statewi de central register described in section four hundred
twenty-two of this article. Such guidelines shall include information,
standards and criteria for the identification of evidence of alleged
abuse and nmaltreatnent as required to determ ne whether a report may be
i ndicated pursuant to this article. Provided further, the office of
children and fam |y services shall update such guidelines, standards and
criteria issued to the local child protective services to include proto-
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cols to reduce inplicit bias in the decision-naking processes, strate-
gies for identifying adverse chil dhood experiences as defined in para-
graph (c) of subdivision one of section twenty-d of this chapter, [anéd]
gui delines to assist in recognizing signs of abuse or maltreatnent while
i nteracting virtually, and guidance on identifying an abused or
maltreated child when such child is an individual with an intellectual
or developnental disability as defined in section 1.03 of the nental
hygi ene law. The office may wutilize existing programs or naterials
establ i shed pursuant to section twenty-d of this chapter

8§ 3. This act shall take effect one year after it shall have becone a
law. Effective inmedi ately, the addition, amendnment, and/or repeal of
any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenentation of this act on
its effective date are authorized to be nade and conpleted on or before
such effective date.




