OCO~NOUIRA,WNPEF

STATE OF NEW YORK

6979

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

May 9, 2023

Introduced by M of A LEVENBERG -- read once and referred to the
Conmi ttee on Educati on

AN ACT to direct the education department to study, review and report on
t he geographic cost variation of counties in the Hudson Valley |Iabor
force region to determ ne the appropriateness of the region cost index
val ues for purposes of the public school foundation aid fornula

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative intent. The legislature hereby finds that the
i ntroduction of the regional cost index into the state public school aid
formula provided a regional approach to recognizing the difference in
| abor market costs. In a June 7, 2006 report to the board of regents
subcomittee on state aid, state education departnent staff noted in the
combi nation of the city of New York and Long Island that there was
"evidence that these two areas actually function as a single |[|abor
mar ket region. Wth professionals, especially those in the education
prof essi ons, noving to jobs across the |ines between New York city and
Long Island, it is necessary to consider this entire region as a single
area, with sinlar wage costs". At this sane tinme, the education depart-
ment deci ded to keep the county of Westchester within the Hudson Valley
for the regional cost index calculation. In 2016, this state enacted a
new | aw to increase the mni mum wage across the state. This |egislation
i ncluded the county of Westchester along with the counties of Nassau and
Suffol k, in phasing in such wage i ncreases, setting a new precedent that
should be considered by the education departrment with regard to which
| abor market the county of Westchester should be included in.

8§ 2. The education departrment shall, in consultation with the depart-
ment of labor, study and review the geographic cost variations of the
counties located in the Hudson Valley |abor force region to determne
the appropriateness of the regional cost index values used within the
public school foundation aid fornula, as well as county placenment in the

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmtted
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Hudson Valley region. Specifically, the education departnent shal
consi der the novement of the county of Westchester currently within the
Hudson Vall ey region into the Long Island/New York <city region. Such

departnent shall consult wth the departnent of |abor to review | abor
costs for the Hudson Valley region and the Long |Island/ New York city
regi on.

The education departnent shall also review the regional costs associ-
ated with construction and study the inpact on applying an up to date
cost index on public school building aid rei mbursenent.

§ 3. The education departnent shall, on or before April 1, 2025,
report the findings, conclusions and recomrendati ons of such study to
the governor, tenporary president of the senate and speaker of the
assenbl y.

8 4. This act shall take effect immediately.



