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April 3, 2023

Introduced by M of A GONZALEZ- RQJAS -- read once and referred to the
Conmi ttee on Social Services

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to establishing a
state SNAP ni ni num benefit program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The social services law is anended by adding a new section
95-b to read as foll ows:

8 95-b. State SNAP mininumbenefit program 1. Notw thstanding any
other provision of lawto the contrary, there is hereby established a
state SNAP nmi ni mum benefit program Under such program the office shal
distribute to each eligible household a nonthly state SNAP benefit equa
to the difference between the household's federal SNAP nonthly benefit
and ninety-five dollars, which anbunt nmay be increased by the office as
deened appropriate and subject to available state appropriations. |f
federal funds becone available for the purposes of this subdivision, the
office shall utilize such federal funds as the primary source for issu-
ing the nonthly state SNAP benefit before state funds, if necessary, are
expended. The state SNAP benefit shall be provided to an eligible house-
hold in addition to the federal SNAP benefit.

2. The programshall be subject to the sane state rules and procedures
for inplenenting the federal SNAP to the greatest extent possible,
including, but not linmted to, distributing the state SNAP benefit using
the programls electronic benefit transfer system and requiring that
benefits be used solely for the purchase of food as defined in 7 U S.C
s.2012.

3. The office shall apply to the food and nutrition service within the
federal departnent of agriculture for any necessary waivers or approvals
to inplenent the provisions of this section

4. As used in this section:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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(a) "Eligible household® nmeans a household that is certified to
receive a federal SNAP benefit of at |east one dollar per nonth but |ess
than ninety-five dollars per nonth, or a larger anpunt as deened appro-
priate by the office pursuant to subdivision one of this section
subject to available state and federal funds.

(b) "SNAP" neans the supplenental nutrition assistance program estab-
li shed pursuant to section ninety-five of this title.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect i mediately.




