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STATE OF NEW YORK

615

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 10, 2023

Introduced by M of A TH ELE -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Agriculture

AN ACT to anend the agriculture and markets law, in relation to the
establ i shnent and priorities of the New York state council on hunger
and food policy

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivisions 6-a and 52 of section 16 of the agriculture
and nmarkets | aw, subdivision 6-a as added and subdi vi sion 52 as anended
by a chapter of the |l aws of 2022 amending the agriculture and markets
law and the econom c devel opnent law relating to procurenment of locally
grown farm and food products and codi fying the New York state council on
food policy, as proposed in legislative bills nunbers S. 549-B and A
3954-B, are amended to read as follows:

6-a. Establish [a] the New York state council on hunger and food poli-
cy. The purpose of the council shall be to [dewelep] advise the state
on the devel opnent of conprehensive, coordinated state food policies
with the goal of: ensuring that all citizens of the state are able to
eat a healthy diet and avoid food insecurity while consunming New York
grown and produced foods as much as possible. The council shall work to:
support and facilitate the growth of a New York-based | ocal farm and
food product econony that revitalizes rural, suburban and urban conmuni -
ties, creates jobs, and supports econonic growh through pronoting and
devel oping local farmand food businesses and their products and hel ps
to nake them nore available to New York residents; and pronbote healthy
eating through a plentiful, accessible, affordable, safe and nutritious
food supply with access to fresh and mninmally processed foods including
a readily available supply of such food during energencies.

(a) The [+esponsibiliiies] priorities of the council shall include,
but are not limted to, developing and recomending policies and plans

best—interests—of—the—state+to] ensure the availability of and expand

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted
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access to an adequate supply of affordable, fresh and nutritious food to
its residents;

(ii) [state—poliecies—to] expand agricultural production and process-

ingz i ncl udi ng Iocglly-gromn apd organica!ly-gromn f ood;

(|ii) [a—sL#a%eg+e—pLan—Le;—fﬂpLgﬂen%aL+9n—eLT+he—s¥a%e——¥9@d——pp+%§y?

thissection-

4] assist local farmand food busi nesses to succeed and grow, espe-
cially beginning and new owners and those historically underrepresented
or marginalized in agriculture or the food industry, to identify and
secure necessary resources and equi prent to begin, maintain, and expand
projects and networks necessary for the development of Jlocal farm or
food products;

[&++-] (iv) reduce barriers affecting food-insecure populations in
rural and urban spaces;

(v) facilitate the building of infrastructure, including, but not
limted to, aggregation, processing, storage, packaging, distribution,
and marketing facilities necessary to nove local farmor food products
to | ocal and other nmarkets;

[ +H+3] (vi) support and expand prograns that recruit, train, and
provi de technical assistance to New York farners, food producers, food
processors and residents in order to encourage the production and proc-
essing of local farmor food products;

[E-9] (vii) coordinate interagency [pe-eies] prograns, initiatives,
and procedures pronoting |ocal farmand food products in New York comru-
nities, by working wth and involving state, federal, and |ocal agen-
cies, as well as [eopmuhity—based] community-based organi zations, educa-
tional institutions, and trade organi zations in executing the purposes
of this section

[69] (viii) elimnpnate statutory and I|egal barriers hindering the
devel opnent of a local farmand food econonmy by working wth federal,
state, and |ocal agencies, other agencies and applicable entities, to
[ e~eate] ensure consistent and conpatible | aws and regulations for the
production, processing, storage, distribution, and marketing of |oca
farm or food products;

[64] (ix) facilitate the use of public lands for growing local farm
or food products by working with governnental entities at the local,
state, and federal |evels;

[e*++}—seL—annuaL—g9aL§—Le;——aLL——pa+ehases——ei——#e@aL——La;n+—e+——Lged

Ed] (xX) initiate and facilitate public awareness canpaigns about
the economic benefits of a | ocal farmand food econony[ -] .

(xi) inprove access to nutrition assistance prograns and transporta-
tion options., enhance infrastructure, and decrease Soci 0- econoni ¢
disparities that contribute to the preval ence of food insecurity;
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Xii al l eviate geographic and econom c barriers to inprove access to
healthy fresh food and reduce hunger anpng New Yorkers:;

(xiii) elinmnate barriers inpacting a consuner's ability to purchase
healthy food; and

(xiv) encourage state agencies and community partners to share ideas
for reducing food-related chronic disease and pronoting well-bal anced
child nutrition.

(b) [&9] The council shall consist of [thi+teen—voting] twenty-five
nenbers deS|gnated by t he conn1SS|one as folloms [s+*—n%nbe;s—m&%h

per—] (i) the conmissioner, the comm ssioner of health, the conmm ssi oner
of the office of tenporary and disability assistance, the commi ssioner
of education, the conmm ssioner of the departnment of econom c devel op-
nent, and the director of the office for the aging;

(ii) eight nenbers with experience and expertise related to agricul-
ture, nutrition. or food policy, of which four shall be designated on
the recommendation of the legislative | eaders, one each by the tenporary
president of the senate, the speaker of the assenbly., the nminority |ead-
er of the senate, and the mnority | eader of the assenbly:;

(iii) the dean of the New York state college of agriculture and life
sci ences;

(iv) one nmenber representing farm organi zati ons;

(v) one nmenber representing school food adm nistrators;

(vi) one nenber representing CONSUNers;

(vii) two nenbers representing an organization that provides food
assi st ance;

viii) one nmenber representing anti-hunger advocates:;

(ix) one nmenber who is a nutritionist; and

(xX) three nenbers representing the food industry, including producers,
distributors, processors or retailers who are residents of and work in
the state of New York, at |east one of whom produces organic food.

(c) [é+}——;he—s+*—seuns+L—nanbeLs—seLes+ed—b¥—+he—+eg+sL§L+¥e—LeadeLs
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Aer—| The conmi ssi oner shall serve as the chalrperson of the counci

(d) '[Ihe——bea#d——ei—d+#eete#s—shaLL—eLeet—+ts—p#e§+d+hg—e§i+ee#s—ﬁpem

e¥] The council shall issue a witten report on the [H—+st] thirtieth
day of [Deeenber] January each year on: (i) the activities of the coun-
cil during the preceding year; (ii) recommended food policies and
actions for the state; (iii) [Feeennended—ehanges—te—the—st#a#eg+e—p#an—
-] an account of the progress nade in achieving the goals of the
council; and [&4] (iv) actions which are necessary to inplenment the
reconnendations of the council and effectuate its purposes.

[(5] (e) The state governmental agencies represented on the [beard—of
directors] council may re-direct existing staff, as appropriations
permt; assist in executing the purposes of this subdivision; and
provide office space, neeting space, and other research and comruni -
cation services as appropriate.

[5] (f) No nmenber of the council shall be disqualified from holding
any public office or enmployment, nor shall he or she forfeit any such
office or employnment by virtue of his or her appointnment hereunder.
Menbers of the council shall receive no conpensation for their services
but shall be allowed their actual and necessary expenses incurred in the
performance of their functions hereunder. [A-—rerbers—of—the—councit-

shaLL——eeL4e——aL——the——p#easu#ef—ei——the—ge¥eLneL—and—¥aeane+es—shaLL—be

(g) The council shall set forth the tine and place of its neetings and
neet as frequently as business requires, but shall neet at least twce
each year.

(h) Every agency. departnent, office, division or public authority of
the state shall cooperate with the council and furnish such information

and assistance as the council determines is reasonably necessary to
acconplish its purpose.

52. Develop and nmaintain, in cooperation wth the departnent of
econom ¢ devel opnent and urban devel opnment corporation, a publicly

avai |l abl e searchabl e dat abase of New York state farnms and farm products.
The dat abase shall include all farns |located within the state and shal

list the products available for purchase and contact information for
each farm unless a farmopts out of being included in the database by
notifying the departnent of such option. The departnment shall provide
farms with the ability to signify that they are interested in supplying
schools on the directory. The departnment shall provide easily accessi-
ble el ectronic access to the database on the departnent's website and
shal | update the database at Ieast every two years [ Fhe—deparinent

§ 2. This act shall take effect on the same date and in the sanme
manner as a chapter of the laws of 2022 amending the agriculture and
mar kets | aw and the economic devel opnent |aw relating to procurenment of
|l ocally grown farm and food products and codifying the New York state
council on food policy, as proposed in legislative bills nunbers S.
549-B and A. 3954-B, takes effect.



