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STATE OF NEW YORK

6116--A

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

April 3, 2023

Introduced by M of A BURDI CK, EPSTEIN, RIVERA, DI CKENS, LUNSFORD
LEVENBERG, SI MON -- read once and referred to the Commttee on Govern-

mental Operations -- reconmitted to the Committee on Governmenta
Operations in accordance wth Assenbly Rule 3, sec. 2 -- committee
di scharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anended and recommitted

to said conm ttee

AN ACT to anmend the civil rights law, in relation to requiring agencies
to develop a five-year accessibility plan providing full and equa
access to the physical facilities, services, prograns, and activities
of any state agency or departnent for persons with disabilities

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The civil rights lawis anended by adding a new section
40-h to read as foll ows:

8§ 40-h. Right of equal access; five-year accessibility plan. Al
persons within the jurisdiction of this state shall be entitled to the

full and equal access to the physical facilities, services, prograns,
and activities of any state agency or departnent, subject only to the
conditions and limtations established by law and applicable alike to

all persons.

1. As used in this section:

(a) "five-year accessibility plan" neans an accessibility pl an
required by subdivision two of this section, utilizing a tenplate to be
created by the chief disability officer; and

(b) "officer" neans the chief disability officer described in section
four-b of the executive | aw

2. Requirenents of five-year accessibility plan. Each state agency, in
consultation with the officer, shall develop and inplenent a five-year
accessibility plan ensuring that the agency's physical facilities,
services, progranms, and activities are accessible to and acconmpdati ng

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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and inclusive of persons with disabilities. Such plan shall include, at
a mni num
(a) the steps the agency is currently taking and will be taking over

the next five years to ensure that the agency's facilities, services,
prograns, and activities are accessible to and acconmodati ng and i ncl u-
sive of persons with disabilities; and

(b) information regarding ongoing projects and projects planned over
the next five years that are related to inproving physical, digital, and
programmati c access, and effective comunications for persons with disa-
bilities, including, but not limted to: any alterations or structura
changes to facilities or prenmises that are owned and operated by the
agency or contracted for use by the agency or otherw se under the agen-
cy's jurisdiction; any planned upgrades or investnents in technology or
tools that wll inprove accessibility within the agency or access to
such agency's services and prograns; and any other steps the agency is
taking or plans to take to make its prograns and services nbre accessi -
ble to and inclusive of persons with disabilities. Budgetary information
and tinelines relating to such projects shall be included where practi-
cabl e.

3. (a) No later than Decenber thirty-first, two thousand twenty-five
each agency shall post a proposed five-year accessibility plan on its
website and circulate such proposed plan for public comment. In circu-
lating the proposed plan for public coment, each agency, in consulta-
tion with the officer., shall ensure that stakeholders, comunity-based

organi zations, providers, and all other appropriate individuals or enti-
ties have an adequate opportunity to provide input on the content of the

pl an.

(b) No later than March fifteenth, two thousand twenty-six, each agen-
cy shall post its five-year accessibility plan on its website and
provide a copy of such plan to the officer.

(c) No later than March thirtieth, two thousand twenty-six, the offi-
cer shall post online and submt all received five-year accessibility
plans to the governor, the tenporary president of the senate and the
speaker of the assenbly.

4., (a) No later than March fifteenth, two thousand twenty-five, each
agency shall post on its website a statenent regarding web accessibility
and a nechanismfor receiving conplaints about web accessibility.

(b) No later than WMy first, two thousand twenty-five, each agency
shall submit to the officer the name of the office wthin each agency
that shall be responsible for ensuring that the agency's five-year
accessibility plan is conpleted by the deadline, and such office nane
shall also appear on each agency's respective website.

5. Qutreach to the netropolitan transportation authority. The office
shall invite the netropolitan transportation authority to develop and
submt a five-year accessibility plan

6. Agency non-conpletion of five-year accessibility plans. (a) |If any
agency or entity, including, but not limted to the netropolitan trans-
portation authority does not develop a five-year accessibility plan, the

officer shall conduct outreach with such agency or entity to share best
practices and recommendations regarding accessibility with such agency

or entity.

(b) No later than ninety days after the outreach required by paragraph
(a) of this subdivision, if an agency or entity does not develop a five-
year accessibility plan, the officer shall post on the officer's website
a statenent that such agency or entity did not develop such plan and a
summary of the best practices and recommendations that the officer
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shared with such agency or entity pursuant to paragraph (a) of this
subdi vi si on.

7. Annual reporting. Beginning May first, two thousand twenty-six, and
annually thereafter, each agency shall post on its website a report of
the progress such agency has nade in the previous fiscal year towards
achieving the goals of the agency's five-year accessibility plan. Such
reports shall also be submtted to the officer, who shall submt such
reports to the governor, the tenporary president of the senate and the
speaker of the assenbly on or before June thirtieth, tw thousand twen-
ty-six and annually thereafter.

8. Triennial reporting. Beginning My first, two thousand twenty-
eight, and triennially thereafter, each agency shall post on its website
an updated five-year accessibility plan. Such updated plans shall also
be submtted to the officer, who shall submt such updates to the gover-
nor, the tenporary president of the senate and the speaker of the assem
bly on or before May fifteenth, two thousand twenty-eight and triennial-
ly thereafter

8§ 2. This act shall take effect inmmediately.




