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STATE OF NEW YORK

6048

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

March 31, 2023

Introduced by M of A TAPIA DE LOS SANTCS -- read once and referred to
the Committee on Governnental Operations

AN ACT to anend the executive |law and the administrative code of the
city of New York, in relation to establishing a private right of
action for tenants alleging a failure to keep and maintain self-clos-
i ng doors

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 382 of the executive law is amended by adding a new
subdivision 5 to read as foll ows:

5. a. A lawful occupant of a dwelling unit or a group of such occu-
pants in a building may bring an action alleging a violation of the
uniform code for failure to keep and naintain self-closing doors in any
court of conpetent jurisdiction. If such court finds that an owner of
such building is in violation of such uniformcode, such court shall, in
addition to any other relief such court deternmines to be appropriate:

i. award to each such occupant (A) conpensatory damages and, in such
court's discretion, punitive danages or (B) at the election of each
occupant , danmges of one thousand dollars;

ii. award to such occupants reasonable attorneys' fees and court
costs:; and

iii. issue an order to such owner to renedy the conditions related to
such self-closing doors.

b. Such occupant or occupants shall not be relieved of the obligation
to pay rent for which such occupant or occupants are otherwise liable to
an owner. Any nonetary relief awarded to such occupant or occupants
pursuant to paragraph a of this subdivision shall be reduced by any
amount of delinquent rent or other sumfor which such court finds such
occupant or occupants to be liable to such owner

C. This subdivision does not limt or abrogate any claimor cause of
action a person has under common law or by other law or rule. The
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provisions of this subdivision are in addition to any other renedies
that may be provided for under conmmon law or by other |law or rule.

d. Nothing contained in this subdivision shall be construed as creat-
ing any private right of action against a |ocal governnent or any agency
or enpl oyee thereof.

§ 2. The adninistrative code of the city of New York is anended by
addi ng a new section 27-2114-a to read as foll ows:

8§ 27-2114-a Private right of action. a. A lawful occupant of a dwell -
ing unit or a group of such occupants in a building may bring an action
alleging a violation of this code for failure to keep and maintain self-
closing doors in any court of conpetent jurisdiction. If such court
finds that an owner of such building is in violation of such code, such
court shall, in addition to any other relief such court determ nes to be
appropri ate:

1. award to each such occupant (i) conpensatory damages and, in such
court's discretion, punitive danages or (ii) at the election of each
occupant, damages of one thousand doll ars;

2. award to such occupants reasonable attorneys' fees and court costs;
and

3. issue an order to such owner to renedy the conditions related to
such self-closing doors.

b. Such occupant or occupants shall not be relieved of the obligation
to pay rent for which such occupant or occupants are otherwise liable to
an _owner. Any nonetary relief awarded to such occupant or occupants
pursuant to subdivision a of this section shall be reduced by any anbunt
of delingquent rent or other sumfor which such court finds such occupant
or occupants to be liable to such owner.

c. This section does not limt or abrogate any claim or cause of
action a person has under common law or by other law or rule. The
provisions of this section are in addition to any other renedies that
may be provided for under conmmon law or by other law or rule.

d. Nothing contained in this section shall be construed as creating
any private right of action against the city or any agency or enployee
t her eof .

8 3. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw.




