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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

March 24, 2023

Introduced by M of A WEPRIN -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Environnental Conservation

AN ACT to anend the environnmental conservation |aw and the public health
law, in relation to prohibitions on single-use plastic straws in
muni ci pal and state run food service establishnents

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The title heading of title 27 of article 27 of the environ-
mental conservation | aw, as added by chapter 641 of the |aws of 2008, is
anmended to read as foll ows:

PLASTI C BAG__AND PLASTI C STRAW
REDUCTI ON, REUSE AND RECYCLI NG

8 2. Section 27-2701 of the environnental conservation |law, as added
by chapter 641 of the laws of 2008, is amended by adding seven new
subdi visions 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13 and 14 to read as foll ows:

8. "Food service establishnent" neans any eating or beverage estab-
lishment run by the state or a nunicipality in the state, which offers
for sale food or beverages to the public, guests, nenbers, or patrons,
where the food or beverages are customarily consuned on the preni ses.

9. "Beverage straw' nmeans a tube used for transferring a beverage from
its container to the nouth of a consuner.

10. "Bi odegradabl e" neans the ability of a material to break down,
within one vear, into natural nmaterials in the natural environnent wth-
out causing harm

11. "Disability" neans a physical, intellectual or sensory inpairnent
that substantially linmts one or nore major life activities.
12. "Medical condition" neans any illness, disease, disorder or injury

that requires nedical treatnent.
13. "Plastic" neans a synthetic material nade from organic polyners,
including, but not limted to, polypropylene and polystyrene, that can

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
LBD10038-01-3



OCoO~NOUIRWN P

A. 5899 2

be nmolded into shape while soft, and then set into a rigid or slightly
elastic form

14. "Single-use" neans a product that is designed and intended to be
used only once for drinking or eating, and is generally recognized by
the public as an itemthat is to be discarded after one use.

8 3. Title 27 of article 27 of the environnental conservation |aw, as
added by chapter 641 of the |aws of 2008, is anended by adding a new
section 27-2706 to read as foll ows:

8§ 27-2706. Single-use plastic straws.

1. No food service establishnent run by the state or a nunicipality in
the state shall offer to consumers any single-use beverage straw nmade of
plastic or any other non-bi odegradable material. Food service establish-
nents may provide suitable beverage straws, including those prohibited
by this section, to a person that requires a straw due to a disability
or nedical condition as defined by this title.

2. 1In consultation wth other state agencies, the departnment shal
conduct outreach and education to food service establishnents and stores
to informthemof the provisions of this section and provide assistance
with identifying replacenent material. Such outreach and educati on
shall be offered in multiple | anguages.

3. The departnment and the departnent of health shall have the authori-
ty to enforce the provisions of this section.

8§ 4. Subdivision 2 of section 1352 of the public health |law is anended
to read as foll ows:

2. It shall be unlawful to furnish or serve in any public eating or
drinking establishnment, any straw, tube or simlar device for drinking
out of gl asses, cups or containers of any type unless such straw, tube
or simlar device conforns to and is furnished or served in accordance
with title twenty-seven of article twenty-seven of the environnenta
conservation law, as added by chapter six hundred forty-one of the | aws
of two thousand eight and the followi ng requirenments: Wien offered for
use, it shall be conpletely enclosed in an inmpervious or a bactericida
wr apper to be opened by the ultinmate user; if unwapped it nay be used
if it is kept in an approved sanitary di spenser | oaded fromthe original
package wi thout handling, which di spenses one such straw, tube or device
at a time directly to the user and which is so constructed that the
interior may be cleaned and kept in a sanitary condition; unused | oose
straws, tubes or devices already dispensed fromthe dispensing container
shall not be used again. No single-service paper containers, paper cups,
paper spoons, paper forks or paper plates shall be used a second tine.

8§ 5. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a |law. Effective imediately, the addition, anend-
ment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenen-
tation of this act on its effective date are authorized to be nmde and
conpl eted on or before such effective date.




