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STATE OF NEW YORK

5706

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

March 22, 2023

Introduced by M of A STIRPE, TH ELE -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Ways and Means

AN ACT to anmend the state finance law, in relation to establishing the
sust ai nabl e comunities fund

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The state finance law is anmended by adding a new section
99-r to read as foll ows:

8 99-r. Sustainable communities fund. 1. There is hereby established
in the joint custody of the state conptroller and the conmmi ssioner of
environnental conservation a fund to be known as the "sustai nable comru-
nities fund".

2. Such fund shall consist of all nonies appropriated for its purpose,
all other nponies credited or transferred to such fund pursuant to | aw
and all nonies required by this section or any other provisions of [aw
to be paid into or credited to such fund.

3. Moneys of such fund shall be nmade available to the conmmi ssioner of
environnental conservation and shall be used for grants to nunicipa
corporations, as that term is defined in section tw of the genera
nmunicipal law, for eligible projects pursuant to this section. To quali -
fy for such grants, nunicipal corporations shall (a) incorporate smart
growh principles, as enunerated in article six of the environnental
conservation law, into their conprehensive plans in accordance wth
sections two hundred seventy-two-a of the town law, 7-722 of the village
law, and twenty-eight-a of the general city law, (b) denpnstrate that
eligible projects conformto the conprehensive plans, and (c) denon-
strate the ability to |leverage one dollar in matching funds for every
dollar of state financial assistance.

4., Followi ng appropriation by the legislature, nonies of the fund
shall be available only for distribution to eligible projects. Such
eligible projects shall incorporate smart growh principles or utilize
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climite resilient and environnentally friendly construction techni ques
and shall include, but not be linmted to, creating walkable conmmunities
including the widening of sidewal ks and bike |anes, waterfront revitali-
zation projects including dredging, beautification projects, conbating
urban sprawl , and devel oping m xed use comuniti es.

5. The conm ssioner of environnental conservation shall pronulgate any
necessary rules and reqgulations for the application and distribution of
any funds pursuant to this section.

§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately. Effective inmediately,
the addition, amendnent and/or repeal of any rule or regulation neces-
sary for the inplenmentation of this act on its effective date are
aut hori zed to be made and conpl eted on or before such effective date.




