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STATE OF NEW YORK

5501

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

March 15, 2023

Introduced by M of A L. ROSENTHAL -- read once and referred to the
Conmi ttee on Social Services

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to determ nati on of
public assistance eligibility and anmounts

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Subparagraph (ii) of paragraph (a) of subdivision 8 of
section 131-a of the social services |law, as amended by section 3 of
part U of chapter 56 of the |aws of 2022, is anended to read as foll ows:

(ii) fifty percent of the earned incone for such nmonth of any appli-
cant, recipient, or relative applying for and receiving aid pursuant to
such progranm provided, however, that such percentage anmount shall be
adjusted in June of each year to reflect changes in the nost recently
i ssued poverty guidelines of the United States Bureau of the Census,
such that a household of three wi thout special needs, living in a heated
apartment in New York city and w thout wunearned incone would becone
ineligible for assistance with gross earnings equal to the poverty | evel
in such guidelines;

§ 2. Paragraph (a) of subdivision 8 of section 131-a of the soci al
services law is anended by adding a new subparagraph (xi) to read as
fol | ows:

(xi) any unearned incone of a child when the parent or non-parent
caregi ver chooses to exclude such child from the public assistance
househol d pur suant to subdi vi si on one of section one hundred
thirty-one-c of this article.

8§ 3. Subdivision 1 of section 131-c of the social services law, as
added by chapter 42 of the laws of 1985, is anended to read as foll ows:

1. For the purposes of determning eligibility for and the anpount of
assi stance payabl e, the social services district shall, when a mnor is
nanmed as an applicant for public assistance, require that his or her
parents [ ard—rner—brothers—and-sisters] also apply for assistance and
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be included in the household for purposes of determning eligibility and
grant anounts, if such individuals reside in the sanme dwelling unit as
the minor applying for assistance. Any income of or available for such
parents[———b#e%he#s—and—s+s¢4¥44 whi ch is not disregarded under subdivi -

sion eight of section one hundred thirty-one-a of this article, shall be

considered available to such househol d. [+he—provisions—of—this—subeivi—
stoAa—shal—not—apply—to—indivduals] A parent or non-parent caregiver

may choose to exclude any other child or children residing in the sane

dwelling unit fromthe public assistance household. Individuals who are
recipients of federal supplenental security income benefits or receive

addi ti onal state paynents pursuant to this chapter, [e+—to—individuals

reghlations——econsistent—with—federal—lawandregulations] shall not be
included in the public assistance househol d.

8§ 4. Subdivision 1 of section 131-n of the social services law, as
amended by section 5 of part U of chapter 56 of the |aws of 2022, is
amended to read as foll ows:

1. [Ihe—LeLLem+ng—#eseu#ees] Any assets held by the household shall be
exenpt and disregarded in calculating the amount of benefits of any

housgho!d under any publlc aSS|stance progran[——éa}—eash—and—#+qu+d—e#
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If federal Ilaw or regulations require the exenption or disregard of
additional incone and resources in determning need for famly assist-
ance, or nedical assistance not exenpted or disregarded pursuant to any
ot her provision of this chapter, the departnent may, by regulations
subject to the approval of the director of the budget, require social
services officials to exenpt or disregard such income and resources.
Refunds resulting fromearned income tax credits shall be disregarded in
public assi stance prograns.

§ 5. This act shall take effect inmediately; provided, however, that
the anendnents to section 131-n of the social services law mnade by
section four of this act shall not affect the expiration of such section
and shall expire therewth.



