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March 13, 2023

Introduced by M of A GICK -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on El ection Law

AN ACT to anmend the election law, in relation to establishing conmpul sory
voting in this state

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Section 5-100 of the election | aw, as anended by chapter
373 of the laws of 1978, is anended to read as foll ows:

8 5-100. Registration; required. 1. A person shall not be entitled to
vote in any election held pursuant to this chapter unless he shall be
registered, and if required, enrolled pursuant to the provisions of this
article unless he shall present a court order directing that he be
permtted to vote at such el ection.

2. Al persons eligible to vote or who will be eligible by the date of
a general election, not including a primary or school district election,
shall register before the date specified under section 5-210 of this
article.

3. Were a specific provision of lawrelating to the registration of
voters exists in any other statute, which is inconsistent wth the
provi si ons of this article, such provision shall apply and the
provisions of this article not inconsistent therewith shall apply.

8 2. The election law is anended by adding a new section 8-310 to read
as foll ows:

§ 8-310. Voting; required. 1. Al eligible voters shall vote at each
election in_ person or by absentee ballot; provided however that the
requirenent to vote shall not apply to a primary or school board
election.

2. The sole duty inposed under this section shall be to return a
ballot. No person shall be conpelled to cast a valid vote.

3. An eligible voter who fails to cast a ballot shall be subject to a
ten dollar fine. The state board of elections may waive the fine for any

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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person who submits tinmely proof of a valid excuse. Any funds recovered
pursuant to this section shall be utilized for the inprovenent of the
el ection process.

8 3. The state board of elections shall promul gate such rules and
regul ations as it deenms appropriate to carry out the purposes of this
act. Such rules and regulations nay include, but are not limted to, a
process for waiving the fine in the event of a valid excuse, and what
constitutes a valid excuse.

8 4. This act shall take effect inmediately.




