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STATE OF NEW YORK

5328

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

March 7, 2023

Introduced by M of A CUNNINGHAM -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Corporations, Authorities and Comn ssions

AN ACT to anend the public service law, in relation to requiring the
establishnent of wutility custonmer financial assistance prograns and
arrears reporting

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The public service law is anmended by addi ng a new section
28 to read as foll ows:

8§ 28. Custoner arrears programreporting. 1. For the purposes of this
section, the following terns shall have the follow nhg nmeani ngs:

(a) "assistance programl’ shall nean any programoffered to eligible
lowincone custoners to assist with the costs of electricity, gas, and
water, including but not linmted to the |owincone hone energy assist-
ance program any lowincone affordability plans as provided by public
service commission case nunber 14-M 0565, and/or any other financial
assi stance program provided through or by New York state or individual
utilities, counties or nunicipalities;

(b) "COVID- 19 state of energency" shall nean the state disaster ener-
gency declared pursuant to executive order nunber two hundred two of two
t housand twenty:;

(c) "municipality" shal | have the sane neaning as subdivision
sixteen of section two of this article and shall include potable
water districts and potable water systens owned and/or operated by a
city, town, village, authority or other governnental subdivision; and

(d) "utility" shall nean a muni ci pality, utility corporation as
defined in subdivisions twenty-three and twenty-four, water-works corpo-
ration as defined in subdivision twenty-seven, an electric corporation
as defined in subdivision thirteen, a gas corporation as defined in
subdivision eleven, a conbination gas and electric corporation as
defined in subdivision fourteen, a steam corporation as defined in
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subdivision twenty-two of section two of this article and any other
community water systemas defined in 10 NYCRR 5-1.1.

2. (a) Fach utility shall, within ninety days of the effective date of
this section, submit to the conm ssion, in a formand manner determ ned
by the conmmission, a report on the nunber of its custoners in arrears,
the nunber in arrears at ninety days or greater and the total dollar
anpunt of custoner arrears.

(b) Wthin one hundred eighty days of the effective date of this
section, the comrission shall require that utilities and/or nunici-
palities establish financial assistance prograns, related to the payback
of custoner arrears established due to the COVID-19 state of energency
which shall be either twenty-four nonth or thirty-six nonth paynent

pl ans.
§ 2. This act shall take effect inmmediately.




