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Commi ttee on Codes

AN ACT to anend the executive law, in relation to providing for the care
of retired | aw enforcenent dogs

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The executive |aw is amended by adding a new section 844 to
read as foll ows:

8§ 844. Care for retired | aw enforcenent dogs. 1. Definitions. For the
pur poses of this section, the following terns shall have the follow ng
nmeani ngs:

(a) "Retired |l aw enforcenent dog" shall nean a dog that was previously
in the service of or utilized by a |law enforcenent agency or a correc-
tional agency in this state for the principal purpose of aiding in the
detection of crimnal activity, enforcenent of |laws, or apprehension of
of fenders and that received certification issued by the division or by
the division of state police attesting to the satisfactory conpletion of
a police canine training program

(b) "law enforcenent agency" shall nean any agency or departnent of
any nunicipality, any police district, or any agency. departnent,
conm ssion, authority or public benefit corporation of the state enpl oy-
ing a police officer or police officers as that termis defined in
subdivision thirty-four of section 1.20 of the crimnal procedure |aw.

(c) "Correctional agency" shall nean any place operated by the state,
county or city of New York having primary responsibility for the super-
vision, protection, care, custody, control, or investigation of incar-
cerated individuals of the state enploying police officers as defined in
paragraph (b) of subdivision thirty-four of section 1.20 of the crimnal

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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procedure law or peace officers as that termis defined in subdivision
twenty-five of section 2.10 of the crimnal procedure | aw.

(d) "Veterinary care" shall nean the practice, by a veterinarian, of
veterinary nedicine as defined in article one hundred thirty-five of the
education law. The termshall also include but not be linited to annua
wel |l ness exaninations, vaccinations, internal and external parasite
prevention treatnents, testing and treatnment of illnesses and di seases,

nedi cations, energency care and surgeries, physical therapy, veterinary

oncol ogy or other specialty care, euthanasia, and cremation
2. The division shall establish a programfor the care of retired |aw

enforcenment dogs and shall pronulgate rules and regulations to effectu-
ate such program

3. The program shall cover the cost of veterinary care for retired |aw
enf orcenent dogs for the remainder of the lifetine of such dogs.

4. In order to be eligible for the program the handler or adopter of
the retired | aw enforcenent dog shall provide proof that the dog was in
service as a |law enforcenent dog for at |east:

(a) five years; or

(b) was taken out of service due to an injury to the dog; or

(c) was taken out of service due to the dog being trained in THC
det ecti on.

5. A handler or adopter of an eligible |aw enforcenent dog shall be
entitled to be reinbursed for the cost of veterinary care upon
subm ssion of a valid invoice froma veterinarian.

§ 2. The program established by section 844 of the executive law, as
added by section one of this act shall be subject to an appropriation to
the division of crimnal justice services out of any noneys in the state
treasury in the general fund.

8 3. This act shall take effect April 1, 2024.




