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AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to registered dental
hygi eni sts working w thout supervision but wthin a collaborative
practice agreenent with a |icensed denti st

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 6606 of the education |aw, as anended by chapter
244 of the laws of 1973, subdivision 1 as anmended by chapter 239 of the
|l aws of 2013, is anmended to read as foll ows:

8§ 6606. Definition of practice of dental hygiene. 1. The practice of
the profession of dental hygiene is defined as the performance of dental
servi ces which shall include renoving calcareous deposits, accretions
and stains from the exposed surfaces of the teeth which begin at the
epithelial attachnent and applying topical agents indicated for a
conmpl ete dental prophylaxis, renoving cenent, placing or renoving rubber
dam renoving sutures, placing matrix band, providing patient education,
applying topical nedication, placing and exposing diagnhostic dental
X-ray films, performng topical fluoride applications and topical anes-
thetic applications, polishing teeth, taking nedical history, charting
caries, taking inpressions for study casts, placing and renpoving tenpo-
rary restorations, adm nistering and nmonitoring nitrous oxi de anal gesia
and administering and nonitoring local infiltration anesthesia, subject
to certification in accordance with section sixty-six hundred five-b of
this article, and any other function in the definition of the practice

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmtted
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of dentistry as nmay be delegated by a licensed dentist in accordance
wi th regul ati ons promnul gated by the conm ssioner. The practice of dental
hygi ene may be conducted in the office of any licensed dentist or in any
appropriately equipped school or public institution but must be done
elther under t he superV|S|on of a I|censed dentlst or[——+n—$he—sase—ei—a

heaL;h] may be oerforned by a re0|stered dental hv0|en|st deS|qnated as
a registered dental hygienist, collaborative practice (RDHCP) in
coll aboration with a licensed dentist provided such services are
performed in accordance with a witten practice agreenent and witten
practice protocols to be known as a collaborative practice agreenent.
Under a collaborative practice agreement, dental hygienists may perform
all services which are designated in requlation under general super-
vision without prior evaluation of a dentist or nedical professional and
nmay be perforned without supervision in a collaborative practice

setting. Such coll aborative arrangenent shall not obviate or supersede
any | aw or regul ati on which reqU|res identified services to be perforned

under t he personal supervision of a dentlst [ When—deptal—hyg-ene

2. (a) The <collaborative practice agreenent shall include consider-
ation for nedically conpromnmi sed patients, specific nedical conditions,
and age- and procedure-specific practice protocols, including, but not
limted to recommended intervals for the performance of dental hygiene
services and a periodicity in which an exam nation by a dentist should
occur.

(b) The coll aborative practice agreenent shall be:

(i) signed and maintained by the dentist, the dental hygienist and the
facility, program or organization; and

(ii) reviewed annually by the coll aborating dentist and dental hygi en-
ist: and

(iii) nmade available to the departnent and other interested parties
upon request .

(c) A registered dental hygienist. collaborative practice (RDH CP)
shall have no nore than one collaborative practice agreenent wth a
coll aborative dentist at one tine.

3. Before performng services authorized under this section, a denta
hygi eni st nust provide the patient with a witten statenent advising the
patient that the dental hygiene services provided are not a substitute
for a dental examination by a licensed dentist. If the dental hygieni st
nakes any referrals to the patient for further procedures., the dental
hygienist nust fill out a referral formand provide a copy of the form
to the coll aborating denti st.

4. A contractual arrangenent under this section may be nmade by either
a New York state licensed and registered dentist or a registered dental
hygienist, collaborative practice (RDHCP) in the follow ng settings: a
hospital as defined in article twenty-eight of the public health |aw
any appropriately equipped school, federally qualified health centers,
long-termcare facilities, qgroup hones servicing the intellectually and
devel opnentally disabled population, facilities serving vet erans,
facilities servicing the honeless, prisons, drug treatnent facilities,
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donmestic violence shelters, and appropriate settings in which honebound
residents are unable to be relocated for necessary treatnent.

5. A collaborating dentist shall have collaborative agreenents with no
nore than six RDHCPs. The departnent may grant exceptions to these
limtations for public health settings on a case-by-case basis.

6. A dental hygienist nust nmake application to the departnment to prac-
tice as an RDH CP and pay a fee set by the departnent. As a condition of
coll aborative practice, the dental hygienist nmust have been engaged in
practice for three years with a mninmmof four thousand five hundred
practice hours and shall conplete an eight-hour continuing education
program that includes instruction in nedical energency procedures, risk
managenent, dental hygi ene jurisprudence and professional ethics.

7. The comnm ssioner shall promul gate regulations defining the func-
tions a dental hygienist may performthat are consistent with the train-
ing and qualifications for a |license as a dental hygienist.

8 2. This act shall take effect nine nonths after it shall have becone
a | aw.




