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January 9, 2023

Introduced by M of A CARRCLL, EPSTEIN -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on El ection Law

AN ACT to amend the election law, in relation to establishing a ranked
choi ce voting nethod for nonpartisan primary el ections

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The election law is anended by adding a new article 18 to

read as foll ows:
ARTICLE 18
RANKED CHO CE VOTI NG NONPARTI SAN PRI MARY ELECTI ONS

Section 18-100. Definitions.

18-102. Ranked choice voting nethod for nonpartisan prinmary

elections.

18-104. Procedures.

18-106. Ballots.

18-108. Voter education.

18-110. Construction.

8 18-100. Definitions. For purposes of this section, "ranked choice
voting nethod" shall nean a nethod of casting and tabulating votes that
sinulates the ballot counts that would occur if all voters participated
in a series of runoff elections, whereby the voters rank candidates by
preference and, if no candidate has received a majority of votes cast,
then the candidate with the fewest first choice votes is elininated and
the remaining candidates advance to another counting round. In every
round, each ballot is counted as one vote for the highest ranked advanc-
ing candidate. The process shall be repeated until two candidates renmnin

on the ballot. The final two candidates shall advance to the genera
el ection.

3 18-102. Ranked choice voting nethod for nonpartisan primary
elections. 1. The state board of elections is hereby authorized to
promul gat e rules and regulations mandating all county boards of
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elections to conduct all state, local and federal primary elections,
excluding the presidential primary, held in the year two thousand twen-
ty-five and each vear thereafter, utilizing the ranked choice voting
net hod.

2. The provisions of this article shall apply only when nore than two
candi dates have been nom nated or designated for an office enunerated in
subdi vi sion one of this section.

8§ 18-104. Procedures. 1. Al reqgistered voters otherwise qualified to
vote shall be permitted to vote for the candidate of their choice in the
primary election regardless of such voter's political party affiliation.

2. _Any person who neets the primary election qualifications may peti -
tion as a candidate in such primary election as a nenber of the party in
whi ch such candidate is reqistered.

3. Al candidates for a given office shall be listed on a single
primary ballot. Such ballot shall clearly designate the party in which

each candidate is registered. The top two candidates as determned by

the ranked choice voting nethod, shall advance to the general el ection
regardless of political party affiliation. The w nner shall be the

candidate receiving the qgreatest nunber of votes cast in the genera
el ection.

8 18-106. Ballots. 1. For offices subject to the ranked choice voting
nethod, the ballot shall be sinple and easy to understand and allow a
voter to rank candidates for an office based on preference. |f feasible,
ballots shall be designed so that a voter may mark that voter's first
choices in the sane manner as that for offices not elected by the ranked
choi ce voting nethod.

2. lInstructions on the ballot shall conformsubstantially to the
follow ng specifications, although subject to nodification, based on
bal | ot design and voting nachine:

"Vote for candidates by indicating your first-choice candidates in
order of preference. Indicate your first choice by narking the nunber
"1" beside a candidate's nane, your second choice by marking the nunber
"2" beside a candidate's nanme, your third choice by marking the nunber
"3" beside a candidate's nane, your fourth choice by marking the nunber
"4" beside a candidate's nane and vyour fifth choice by marking the
nunber "5" beside a candidate's nane. You nay choose to rank only one
candi date, but ranking additional candidates will not hurt the chances
of vyour first-choice candidate. You nmay not rank nore than five candi -
dates. Do not mark the sanme nunber beside nore than one candidate. Do
not skip nunbers."

3. A sanple ballot for an office subject to the ranked choice voting
nethod shall illustrate the voting procedure for the ranked choice
voting nethod. Such a sanple ballot shall be included with each absen-
tee ballot.

8 18-108. Voter education. The state board of elections shall conduct
a voter education canpaign on the ranked choice voting systemto fam|l-
iarize voters with the ballot design, nethod of voting, and advantages
of determning a majority winner in a single election.

8 18-110. Construction. Al prinmary elections held by the ranked
choice voting nmethod pursuant to this article shall be subject to al
the other provisions of this chapter and all other applicable |aws
relating to elections, so far as is applicable and not inconsistent with
this article.

§ 2. This act shall take effect imediately and shall apply to al
primary el ections on or after January 1, 2025.




